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EXPLORE MORE BIOGRAPHIES:

TCI users have access to more than 100 biographies of historical figures.
Sign in at www.teachtci.com to access the entire collection.

Curie, Marie (1867–1934)
Watch the video or read the biography about Marie Curie with your students. 

Marie Sklodowska had a great memory. If she heard or read a fact, she almost never forgot it. That 
helped her when she went to school, and it helped her at work when she was an adult. How do you think 
she used her wonderful memory?

Marie wanted to study science, but she was born in 1867, a time when very few women became 
scientists. Also, she did not have enough money to go to college. 

So Marie made a deal with her sister, Bronya. Marie got a job and paid for Bronya to go to college in 
Paris, France. When Bronya finished, it was Marie’s turn.

Marie moved to Paris in 1891 and began studying at the Sorbonne, the most famous college in France. 
She had waited a long time to study science, so she was very excited.

Marie began to study elements, which are the building blocks of matter. Matter is the stuff all around us 
that has weight.

While Marie was hard at work earning degrees in math and science, she met Pierre Curie, a fellow 
scientist. Marie and Pierre began working together, and in 1895, they got married.

Together, the Curies studied the elements. They wanted to know why some changed easily and others 
did not. They found out that some elements were likely to fall apart and give off energy. This discovery 
changed how people thought about the elements.

Later, the Curies discovered two new elements. They named the first one polonium, after Marie’s 
home country of Poland, and named the second element radium. Marie later won the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry for her work with these elements.
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Pierre died in an accident in 1906. Marie still worked to learn new things about the elements that she 
and Pierre had found. She was also asked to teach his classes, so she became the first woman to teach at 
the Sorbonne.

Marie kept working for many years studying how radium could be used in medicine. But Marie and 
other scientists did not know that the elements she studied could make her sick.

Until her death in 1934, Marie never stopped learning. Her discoveries changed the way people thought 
about science.

Reflect:

1. What were some of Curie’s achievements?

2. Which achievement do you think was the most important and why?

3. What is one question you have about Curie’s life? How could you find the answer to this question?


