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EXPLORE MORE BIOGRAPHIES:

TCI users have access to more than 100 biographies of historical figures.
Sign in at www.teachtci.com to access the entire collection.

King Jr., Martin Luther
Discover how Martin Luther King Jr. dedicated his life to fighting for equality for all Americans. Watch the video or 
read  the biography about Martin Luther King Jr. with your students.

Martin Luther King Jr. dedicated his life to fighting for equality for Americans of all colors. He didn’t 
let anything stop him. He has been quoted as saying, “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter.”

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia. He was a very smart child. He even skipped 
two grades in high school! King experienced racism growing up. He wasn’t allowed to play with some 
kids because they were of a different skin color. He thought that all Americans should be treated equally. 
He spent his life working toward this goal.

After graduating from high school, King decided to become a preacher like his father. He went to school 
for many years. He earned the title of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Still wanted to work for equality. His 
first big chance came in 1955.

In Montgomery, Alabama, a Black woman named Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a White 
person on a bus. She was arrested. Dr. King organized a boycott of all public transportation in 
Montgomery. A boycott is when a group of people refuse to use a good or service. This event was known 
as the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and it lasted over a year. It also put Dr. King in the national spotlight.

In 1963, Dr. King organized the “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom” to raise awareness about 
Civil Rights. Hundreds of thousands of African Americans marched to the White House. They wanted 
more freedom and better job opportunities. At the march, Dr. King gave his “I Have a Dream” speech in 
front of more than 200,000 people. It is one of the most famous speeches in American history. As a result 
of this speech and his hard work, Dr. King received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. He was the youngest 
person in history to receive this award.

Only a few years later, in 1968, Dr. King was shot and killed while standing on the balcony of his hotel. 
The whole nation was saddened. Dr. King was one of the most influential people of the 20th century. He 
spent his life serving others, and his fight for equality is still felt in our country today.
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Reflect:

1. What challenges did King overcome?

2. How did King help other Americans?

3. Can you find someone in your own community who stands up for others?


