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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! America’s Past,  Lesson 16, Our Role in Government. 
Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Month of Giving

Creating a Plan to Improve Your Community

Lesson Overview

To express civic values, work with a group to create a plan to 
improve your community.

Teacher Prep

1. Ensure that students have access to print or online resources
for their research. Consider enlisting the help of your librarian
or local community members.

Procedures

1. Assign roles. Divide the class into groups of four. Try to mix
students with varied multimodal strengths. In the groups, each student will be in charge of one step in
the process.

2. Create a plan. Have students work in their groups and follow the steps in their Activity Notes. Tell
students to make sure to read each step closely and to take turns leading steps with their classmates.
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A C T I V I T Y  N O T E S

Follow these steps to show how you can take action to improve your  
community. Have your teacher initial each completed step.

Write your name under your role. Write the names of the others in your group 
under their roles.

The Concerned Citizen should lead the group in brainstorming three issues or 
problems in your local area. Then discuss which problem you want to tackle and 
circle it.  

Possible problem #1:

Possible problem #2: 

Possible problem #3: 

           Step 1: Review your role.

           Step 2: Choose a community problem to research. 

Role Description

Concerned Citizen You will lead the group during Step 2 to identify three 
possible community problems.

Lead Researcher You will lead the group during Step 3 to brainstorm 
questions and possible sources to look at when 
researching your community problem.

Problem Solver You will lead the group during Step 4 to research and 
evaluate sources. Then you will have each student 
share their findings to brainstorm creative solutions to 
the community problem. 

Publisher You will lead the group during Step 5 to explain the 
problem and possible solutions. 
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A C T I V I T Y  N O T E S

            Step 3: Brainstorm questions and possible sources about your 
community problem. 

The Lead Researcher will record the group’s questions and list one or more 
sources where you think you may find the answer. Sample sources include 
books, interviews, newspaper or online news articles, or other primary or  
secondary sources.

Question Source

            Step 5: Explain the problem and propose solutions.

Based on your group’s research, the Publisher should write an explanation of 
your community problem and three possible solutions. Think of things you can 
do individually or with others.

Our problem:

Solution A:

Solution B:

Solution C:

Split up the research so that each team member has at least one question to 
investigate. Record notes and sources on a separate piece of paper. The  
Problem Solver should have students take turns sharing their findings when 
finished. Make sure to evaluate each source by asking:

• Does the source have information that is relevant to your inquiry? 
• Is the source meant to inform, or was it created to persuade?
• Does the source give facts and evidence or mostly opinions?
• Who created or wrote the source? What was the person’s point of view?

            Step 4: Gather and evaluate sources. 

© Teachers’ Curriculum InstituteLesson 16  Our Role in Government332




