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Distinguish Fact and Opinion
When students separate facts and opinions, they begin by analyzing what they 
read and hear in order to separate what is true, or able to be verified or proven, 
from what is believed, felt, or judged. Practice with this skill helps students be-
come more critical readers and listeners.

Teach the Skill  Begin with students’ ideas about the difference between a fact 
and an opinion to elicit the idea that a fact is often a date, a statistic, or other 
record of events that they can look up to be sure it is true. On the other hand, an 
opinion expresses beliefs or feelings about a subject. Students cannot look opin-
ions up in a reference source to be sure that they are true. In addition, opinions 
are sometimes stated using clue words, such as think, believe, or feel, that suggest 
the ideas presented are not certain. Opinions also sometimes include describing 
words that show the writer’s judgment of the subject; for example, they may use 
the words best, worst, good, okay, bad, lucky, great, most, and so on. Write some 
facts and opinions about a topic under study. Include clue words in some, but not 
in all. For example, write:

Making maps is an interesting job. 
I feel that economists are the most important social scientists. 
An economist uses data, such as the prices of items, in his or her work. 

Have students tell which statements they think are opinions and which are  
facts. Project Two-Column Chart, label the columns Fact and Opinion, and record 
students’ ideas. Review why each statement is a fact or opinion. Circle the clue 
words feel and most important in the opinion.

Practice the Skill  Give students written text that includes both fact and  
opinion statements, such as the following, on any topic under study: 

Ben Franklin was born in 1706. 
Ben Franklin was the greatest founder of our country. 
Ben Franklin wrote funny newspaper stories. 
Ben Franklin moved to Philadelphia. 
Ben Franklin was a great scientist. 
Ben Franklin was lucky at business. 
Ben Franklin helped Philadelphia become the greatest city in America. 
Ben Franklin helped write the Declaration of Independence. 
I think that the United States became independent because of  
    Ben Franklin. 
Ben Franklin died in 1790. 

Ask students to look for characteristics that will help them decide if the state-
ments are facts or opinions. Remind them that statements of fact can be proven 
true. Opinions are statements that express a person’s belief or feeling. Distribute 
copies of Two-Column Chart, have students label the headings Fact and Opinion, 
and ask them to record the statements of fact and opinion in the correct column. 
In addition, have students circle any clue words that tell them the statements are 
opinions. Discuss their choices. 
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Two-Column Chart


