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What Citizenship Means

A citizen is someone who is born in a country or who 

chooses to become a member of that country by law. If 

your parents are U.S. citizens, then you are, too. Does 

your family come from another country? If so, you may 

be a citizen of that country, this country, or both!

Citizens have many rights. In fact, the United States 

was started by people who wanted to protect their 

rights. The Constitution lists many of these rights. But 

being a citizen doesn’t just mean having rights. Citizens 

have responsibilities, too. For example, citizens must 

obey the law, and most must pay taxes. And all citizens 

must respect the values of our country. You promise to 

do this whenever you say the Pledge of Allegiance or 

sing the national anthem.

The Pledge of Allegiance is a 
promise to respect the values 
that the flag stands for.
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A big part of citizenship is doing our share to protect 

the things that all of us need and care about. We call 

things that are good for everyone in a community 

the common good. For instance, we all want our 

communities to be clean. If just one person litters, it 

spoils things for everyone. If people didn’t pay taxes, 

then we wouldn’t have money to pay for public services.

Look at this table. It shows some of the main 

rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens. Together, 

these rights and responsibilities make up the idea of 

citizenship. A few, such as the right to vote, will apply 

to you when you are old enough. But most of them are 

part of your life right now. You can apply many of these 

rights and responsibilities to what you do at school, in 

the community, and at home. Let’s take a closer look at 

how you can show good citizenship every day.

Some Rights and Responsibilities of U.S. Citizens

Rights Responsibilities

• To speak freely

• To practice the religion of your 
choice

• To gather peacefully with other 
people

• To own property

• To be safe from harm

• To vote

• To have a trial by jury

• To be loyal to your country and  
its values, especially freedom  
and equality

• To care for the common good

• To obey the law

• To respect the rights and property 
of others

• To pay taxes

• To vote

• To serve on juries
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Interview two people. Ask the questions. Write their answers.

I interviewed:                                                          

Question: What does a good citizen do? Give me an example. 

Answer:                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                  

Question: Who is a good citizen? Name her or him.

Answer:                                                          
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Answer:                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                  

Question: Who is a good citizen? Name her or him.
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