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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from My Community,  Lesson 15, What Does a Good Citizen Do? Full 
support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Florida Civics Benchmarks:

• 2.CG.2.2 Describe the characteristics of responsible citizenship at the local and state levels.

Sea Turtle Season

Responsible Citizenship

Lesson Overview

Every year on Florida beaches, sea turtles come to nest. Their nesting 
sites are protected by law. In this lesson, students learn how protecting 
sea turtles is part of responsible citizenship.

Teacher Prep

• Review the scenarios that students will be acting out (see Activity 
Card B) before teaching. Cut apart the scenarios.

• Divide students into mixed-ability groups.

Procedures

1. Introduce responsible citizenship. Project the images on Activity Card A. Discuss as a class:
• What do you see in  this image? (There is a sign that says “Do not disturb. Sea turtle nest.”)
• Why do you think this sign is there? (Sea turtle eggs are there. The sign warns people to not hurt the eggs. In 

Florida, obeying this sign is a law.)
• What do you think happens if people do not obey the sign? (Sea turtles could get hurt.)
• How do responsible citizens protect the turtles? (They would follow the rules.)

There are many ways people can be good citizens. People can obey the rules and learn about local issues. Helping 
others and caring for your community are other ways to be a responsible citizen. 

2. Decide what a good citizen would do. Split students into groups. Tell groups they will decide what a good citizen 
would do during an afternoon at the pool.  Assign groups a scenario to act out from Activity Card B.

3. Act out responsible citizenship. Have groups come up and show the class what a good citizen would do in each 
of the scenarios at the pool. As groups share, have students complete their Activity Notes. 

4. Discuss as a class. Ask: 
• What does it mean to be a responsible citizen? (Responsible citizens help and care for the community.)
• How can you be a responsible citizen in your community? (Picking up trash. Following signs. Being kind to 

others.)
• Think back to the sea turtles. How can responsible citizens help protect sea turtles? (They can obey signs to not 

disturb nests. They can help clean up the beach. They can learn more about sea turtles.)
5. Complete the assessment. Have students find examples of responsible citizenship in the assessment. 

https://www.teachtci.com/


During nesting 
season, these signs 
tell people where 
sea turtle nests are.

The eggs stayed 
safe! Turtles hatched 
and crawled out of 
the nest.

This turtle made it to 
the ocean!

Protecting Sea Turtles
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A C T I V I T Y  C A R D  A



Someone has left a wet towel on 
the changing room floor.

You see a swimmer afraid to get 
into the water.

You see someone leave their trash 
behind after eating a hamburger 
from the snack shack.

You see someone about to dive 
into the shallow end.

Pool Scenarios
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A C T I V I T Y  C A R D  B



Imagine you are at the community pool. What would a  

good swimming pool citizen do in each of these situations?

1. Someone has left a wet towel on the 

changing room floor.

2. You see a swimmer afraid to get into 

the water.

3. You see someone leave their trash 

behind after eating a hamburger from 

the snack shack.

4. You see someone about to dive into 

the shallow end.
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A C T I V I T Y  N O T E S
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A S S E S S M E N T

Put a happy face by the pictures of citizens being responsible 
and a sad face by citizens who are not.


