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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from My Community,  Unit 4 - Civics. Full support, including 
a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Florida Civics Benchmarks:

• SS.2.CG.2.4 Recognize symbols, individuals and documents that represent the United States.

Symbols of the United States

Happy Birthday, U.S.A!

Lesson Overview
Students watch a video or read a story about how people 
celebrate Independence Day. They look for symbols, people, and 
documents that represent the United States.

Procedures

1. Guess what symbols represent. Tell students you will show 
them three things and want them to guess what they represent. 
Project each clue: 

• Clue 1 (White House)
• Clue 2 (George Washington) 
• Clue 3 (the Constitution)

Ask: What do these things represent? (These symbols, people, and documents represent the United 
States!) Have students brainstorm other things that represent the United States. (e.g. Statue of Liberty, 
Rosa Parks, the eagle.) 

2. Learn about U.S. symbols and traditions. Watch the video or read the text for Happy Birthday, U.S.A! 
Divide students into pairs, and ask them to look for symbols, people, and documents that represent the 
United States and write them in the chart in their notes. 

3. Share symbols, people, and documents of the United States. Create a chart on the whiteboard or on 
poster paper with the categories: symbols, people, and documents. Have pairs share the symbols, people, 
and documents that represent the United States from the text and add them to the chart. 
Ask: How does each item represent the United States? Did you guess any of these symbols, people, or 
documents? What other symbols, people, documents can you think of that represent the United States? 

4. Show you know. Have students complete the assessment to show their understanding of symbols, 
people, and documents that represent the United States. 

https://www.teachtci.com/
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/attachments/429/xlarge/Screen_Shot_2020-07-09_at_2.16.54_PM.png?1594329425
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/attachments/159/xlarge/George_Washington.png?1585887352
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/attachments/452/xlarge/Screen_Shot_2020-07-10_at_8.39.23_AM.png?1594395574
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2294/original/SSA_G2_14_Happy_birthday_USA!.mp4?1597072936


Bong . . . bong . . . bong. 

It is the Fourth of July. In Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, six young people stand by 

the Liberty Bell. The bell is too old and 

cracked to ring now. So they tap it gently 

13 times. That’s because this bell rang out 

13 times on July 4, 1776. That day was our 

country’s birthday. 

Every year, communities across the 

United States ring their bells 13 times on this 

special day. This is one way 

to say “Happy Birthday” to 

our country. We celebrate 

the United States’ birthday 

to honor its history and the 

people that shaped it.

Some visitors touch 
the Liberty Bell during 
our country’s birthday 
celebration.

Happy Birthday, USA!
The communities in our country share many things. We share a birthday, too. 
July 4th is our country’s birthday. How does the  
community of Philadelphia celebrate this important day?
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The Declaration of 
Independence freed the 
colonies in July of 1776.

Before 1776, our country did not exist. 

Instead, there were 13 colonies. A colony 

is an area run by another country. The 

American colonies were run by Great Britain. 

In July 1776, some leaders in the colonies 

changed things. They signed a paper called 

the Declaration of Independence. It said 

the colonies should be free. It said the states 

did not need Great Britain and could run 

themselves. These new states formed the 

United States of America.
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Thomas Jefferson led 
a group that wrote the 
Declaration of Independence.

Brave leaders from every colony signed 

the Declaration. They had not liked many of 

Great Britain’s laws and wanted their own 

government. Signing the Declaration could 

make the war with Great Britain much worse. 

They risked their lives to create our country. 

One of these men was Thomas Jefferson. 

He led the group that wrote the Declaration. 

He wrote that all people are equal. Each of 

us has the right to live and have freedom. 

Freedom means being free to choose how 

you act. Each of us has the right to make 

a good life. 

All Americans share those rights. On 

July 4th, we celebrate the birth of our 

country and our freedom.

© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute4

R E A D I N G



In Philadelphia, fireworks 
light up the sky on the 
Fourth of July.

People in Philadelphia are proud of 

their community. It has a great history. The 

Declaration was signed there. It is where the 

U.S. Constitution was written. The Constitution 

set up the government of the new country. 

Philadelphia says “Happy Birthday, USA!” 

in a big way. They have a parade and hold 

a concert. At night, the city has a huge 

fireworks show. Thousands of people come 

to the city to celebrate. 

Across our country, we all say “Happy 

Birthday, USA!” on July 4th. We celebrate the 

freedom that we enjoy each day.
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Find the Symbols, People, and Documents that represent the United States. Circle 
one in each category. Write a sentence about how each represents the United 
States.

Symbols

Eiffel Tower Mount Everest Statue of Liberty

This represents the United States because...

People

Napoleon Bonaparte Queen Elizabeth Thomas Jefferson

This represents the United States because...

Documents

The Declaration of Independence Hamlet Passport

This represents the United States because...


