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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from History Alive! The United States Through Industrialization, Lesson 10, The 
Bill of Rights. Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Florida Civics Benchmarks:

• SS.8.CG.2.2 Compare the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state and national levels.

Tax Day

Responsibilities of Citizens

Lesson Overview

Tax Day comes every April. In this lesson, students review the responsibilities of citizens, including 
paying taxes. They watch videos and read Citizen Stories to identify examples of local, state, or national 
citizenship.

Procedures

1. Identify responsibilities. Tell students you will review responsibilities. Show each video example, and 
ask students which category best matches each video: obey laws, serve on a jury, conserve resources.
Video examples: Video 1  | Video 2 | Video 3
There are examples of the responsibilities of citizens. We all have responsibilities as citizens at the local, 
state, and federal levels.

2. Read about the responsibilities of citizens. Have students read the text Responsibilities of U.S. 
Citizens and complete the Reading Notes.

3. Conduct an activity. Divide students into groups of three. Ask students to consider the three levels of 
government: What is something the local government does for us? (e.g. parks, libraries) What is 
something the state government does for us? (e.g. schools, state colleges) What is something the federal 
government does for us? (e.g. postal service, military)
Citizens also have responsibilities for each level of government. (e.g. “paying federal taxes pays for 
national services like the U.S. postal service.”)
Read each of the citizen stories aloud. For each story, ask groups to complete the table row in Handout: 
Citizen Stories.

4. Debrief the activity. Go through each story. For each story, ask students to share their responses. Reveal 
the answers for each story (Tabitha - state, Marco - local, Julia - national)

5. Complete the assessment. Have students complete the assessment on the responsibilities of citizens.

https://www.teachtci.com/
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2771/original/TCI_L12_Video_3_slide_33-3.mp4?1634857114
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2772/original/TCI_L12_Video_5_slide_35-1.mp4?1634857471
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2775/original/TCI_L12_Video_8_slide_35-4.mp4?1634857609


Responsibilities of U.S. Citizens
With our rights come responsibilities. These responsibilities are the 

ways in which good citizens behave in order to ensure the well-being of 
our country. Some are things we must do, such as obeying laws, paying 
taxes, and serving on a jury. Others are voluntary actions, such as 
voting and serving in the armed forces. Laws protect everyone’s rights, 
and citizens must obey them. When we break the law, we threaten 
other people’s life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.

Citizens support the government by paying taxes. The government 
then uses this money to do its many jobs and functions. Our taxes 
pay for the soldiers who protect us and for roads that let us travel with 
ease. State and local taxes pay for police and fire departments and for 
our schools, libraries, and parks. Paying taxes is a big part of being a 
responsible citizen.

Citizens must also serve on juries to make sure that anyone can get 
such a trial. Citizens are randomly selected to be jurors in their com-
munity. These citizens then determine the facts of the case as jurors. 
They work with the judge to decide the ruling for the case. This process 
involving a citizen jury and a judge helps protect our right to a fair 
trial.

Citizens hold the power of government. One way they use that 
power is by electing people to serve in government, such as the U.S. 
president and members of Congress. In order to vote, citizens have to 
register. Once citizens register, they can vote to elect members of the 
government.

Citizens can vote for their governor and members of their state 
government. They can also choose the mayor and other officials of 
their city or town. Those who are elected serve as representatives of 
the voters. For this system to work well, citizens need to vote. If they 
do not vote, they give up their power, so voting is both a right and a 
responsibility.

Citizens should make informed decisions by researching candidates 
and issues on which they will vote. In the past, citizens could get 
information by listening to candidates speak, talking with friends, and 
reading newspapers. Today, voters can also learn by watching television 
and doing research online. Citizens then must use reading and think-
ing skills to understand the information they have gathered. Engaging 
in civil discourse is another good way to exchange information. 
Respectful discussions with friends and family can inform citizens on 
policies and issues.

Citizens can also shape the actions of government in other ways. 
They can contact public officials, sign petitions, take part in peaceful 
demonstrations, and work on or give money to political campaigns or 
parties. Some Americans choose to join the nation’s armed forces. If 
you are 18 years or older, you can register to serve. These Americans act 
as good citizens by serving in the military and protecting the country.
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R E A D I N G
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N O T E B O O K

Complete the chart. List five responsibilities of citizens. For each responsibility, give an example 
of how to perform this responsibility.

Responsibility of citizen Example of how to perform responsibility
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H A N D O U T :  C I T I Z E N  S T O R I E S

Complete the chart. List five responsibilities of citizens. For each responsibility, give an example 
of how to perform this responsibility.

Citizen story Example of local, state, or 
national citizenship?

Evidence

Tabitha
Tabitha wanted to buy a new 
book. She saved up enough 
money to buy the book. The 
book costs $10 but she was 
charged an extra 6% for sales 
tax. The sales tax goes to 
transportation and education. 

Marco
Marco likes to take his dog on 
walks around the park. At the 
park, there are signs that say 
that pets must be on a leash. 
Marco follows this sign to help 
keep the park clean and other 
people at the park safe.

Julia
Julia was selected to be on 
a jury. She knows it is an 
important duty to help make 
sure people get a fair trial. 
She drove to the U.S. District 
Court to report for jury duty.  
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A S S E S S M E N T

Citizens have responsibilities at the local, state, and national levels. Write an example of 
citizenship at each level. 

Local

State

National


