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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Bring Science Alive! Exploring Science Practices Grade 
3, Unit 4, Lesson 6, What Are the Life Cycles of Animals with Backbones? Full support, 
including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Women’s History Month

Jane Goodall

Lesson Overview

Watch a video or read the text to learn about Jane Goodall’s 
achievements. Students then practice asking questions and write a 
plan to investigate a question.

Teacher Prep

Decide if the activity will be done in class or at home.

Procedures

1. Watch the video or read the text as a class.
2. Follow the instructions in the notebook.
3. Discuss:

• What questions would you ask as a scientist?
• Describe an investigation you would carry out.
• How do you plan to improve the world with science? Image Credit: Karl Ammann/Corbis

https://www.teachtci.com/
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2568/original/SSS_G3_U4_L6_A_Passion_for_Chimps.mp4?1617390963


Jane Goodall’s work has 
shown that humans have 
more in common with 
chimps than you might 
think.

The scientist comes out on stage. As the 
applause dies down, she makes a small o shape 
with her lips. Suddenly, she calls out in a shrill 
voice, “Oo oo oo oo oo OOO oo OOO oo OOO!” 

The scientist is English biologist Jane Goodall. 
She explains that this sound means “good 
evening” in chimpanzee. She knows this 
because she has been studying chimp behavior 
for more than 50 years. 

Through years of watching these animals 
in the wild, Goodall has learned much about 
them. She has learned how they get their food, 
what their families are like, and how they talk 
to each other. Her discoveries have changed 
the way that people view chimps. 

SUPER SIMPLE SCIENCE

A Passion for Chimps
Chimps and humans are both mammals. They have similar life cycles. They are 
also alike in many other ways. 
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Chimps use sticks to catch 
insects that they eat. 

Observing in the Field
As a young woman, Jane Goodall did not 

go to school to study science. Instead, she 
traveled to Africa. While there, she met a 
scientist who hired her to help him. He sent 
her to study wild chimps in the East African 
country of Tanzania. 

Through watching the chimps from a hidden 
place, she made a discovery. At the time, 
people thought that chimps only ate fruit and 
vegetables. But Goodall saw that they also 
ate meat.

Soon after, she made another important 
discovery. She hid herself near a termite 
mound where she knew chimps came to eat. 
She watched two chimps peel the leaves 
off of sticks. Then they poked the sticks into 
the mound. When they pulled the sticks out, 
they were covered with delicious termites. 
The animals had made and used tools to get 
their food! 
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Goodall observed the 
lives of many chimps 
to answer her scientific 
questions. She discovered 
that chimps are more like 
humans than scientists 
thought.

Searching for Answers
Scientists used to think that only humans 

used tools. Goodall’s discovery showed that 
chimps make and use tools like humans do. 
She wondered if there were other ways that 
chimps were like humans.

Goodall knew she would have to learn 
how to think and speak like a scientist if she 
wanted to prove her ideas to others. She went 
to school to learn how scientists study nature. 
Scientists learn about the world by asking 
questions. Then they make observations to 
answer those questions. Using this way of 
learning, Goodall continued to study chimps.

She asked many questions. Do chimps have 
unique personalities? Can they show kindness? 
Do they fight? She watched many chimps to 
find answers to these questions. 
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Goodall’s discoveries have 
inspired other scientists 
to protect threatened 
wild animals, like 
chimpanzees.

Goodall’s research showed that chimps were 
like humans in other ways. She discovered that 
chimps help each other. She observed two 
male chimps help orphaned chimps. They let 
the orphans sleep in their nests and took care 
of them. Goodall also saw conflict between 
the chimps. She saw that sometimes different 
groups of chimps would fight each other.

  More and more scientists studied chimps 
in the wild. They started meeting to discuss 
their findings. A very large meeting happened 
after Goodall had been studying chimps for 25 
years. The scientists learned a lot from each 
other. But some of the news was sad. They 
realized that wild chimpanzees were becoming 
threatened with going extinct. So, Goodall 
became determined to protect the chimps she 
had come to know so well! 
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Jane Goodall discovered that chimps make and use tools like humans do. She 
wondered if there were other ways that chimps were like humans. She asked 
questions.
What questions would you answer if you were a scientist?

Think Like a Scientist

Suppose that you will be a scientist when you grow up.
Steps
1. Choose an area of study. Write it down.
2. Write 5 questions you would ask.
3. What investigations will you carry out? Describe one.
4. Write how you plan to improve the world with your science.

S U P E R  S I M P L E  S C I E N C E
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