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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! My Community, Lesson 13, How Can One Person Make 
a Difference? Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Florida Civics Benchmarks:
• 1.CG.1.1 - Explain the purpose of rules and laws in the home, school and community.
• 1.CG.1.2 - Describe how the absence of rules and laws impacts individuals and the community.

Black History Month

Garrett A. Morgan Made His Community Safer

Lesson Overview

Students learn about Garrett Morgan, the inventor of the traffic light. They watch a video about how the 
development of automobiles created problems in the early 1900s. They identify how Morgan’s invention 
helped create rules that made the community safer. 

Procedures

1. Engage students and provide context. Project and watch this video on Garrett A. Morgan and the 
problem he was trying to solve.

2. Discuss questions. Ask students:
a. What community problem did Garrett Morgan face?
b. What actions could have solved the problem?

3. Read and debrief. Have students read about Garrett Morgan and the action he took.
a. What happened to cars and people because there were no rules?
b. What did Garrett Morgan do to make the community safer?
c. How do traffic lights provide rules for drivers?
d. How do these rules help the community?

4. Complete the assessment. Ask students to complete the notebook prompt where students identify the 
purpose of rules and laws.

https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2571/original/TCI_L13_Video_2_Slideshow2.mp4?1617729422


2. Garrett A. Morgan Made His 
Community Safer

Garrett A. Morgan lived from 1877  

to 1963. He lived in Cleveland, Ohio.  

He was an inventor. An inventor thinks of 

new things, such as machines, to solve 

problems. An inventor often builds  

things, too.

Morgan thought the streets of his city 

were very crowded. Traffic lights had no 

delay between “Go” and “Stop.” So, cars 

often crashed into each other. 

Morgan invented a traffic light that 

had three commands. Cars had time 

to slow down between “Go” and “Stop.” 

Morgan’s new traffic light helped keep 

the people of Cleveland safe.

Cars often crashed 

into each other before 

Garrett A. Morgan’s 

invention.

Garrett A. Morgan 

invented a traffic light 

with three commands.
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Garrett A. 
Morgan

What did Garrett A. Morgan do to solve the 

problem? Draw the action he took to solve the 

problem. 

How do rules and laws help the community?

A. They make it safer.

B. They cause accidents.

C. They make more roads.

D. They produce more cars.

In the early 1900s, many cars were produced. 

There were few rules and laws for the roads. 

What problem did this cause? 
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Activity
Online

Hands-On Activity Notes


