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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! Our Community and Beyond, Lesson 7, Making Communities 
Better. Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Native American Heritage Month

Making Communities Better - Billy Frank Jr.

Lesson Overview

Create a human monument honoring Billy Frank Jr.’s  contributions to the civil rights movement. His 
actions made a difference in the lives of people in his own community and around the country.

Teacher Prep

1. Print the journal pages.
2. Consider searching for an image of a local monument of someone who made a difference in your local 

community. 

Procedures

3. If possible, project an image of a local monument of someone who made a difference in your local 
community. If needed, this image of a monument to Rosa Parks could be used, too. 
• What do you see?

• Encourage students to identify details and, if possible, identify the person and what they did.
• Why might monuments be built for people?

• Encourage students to think about why they might want to build a monument for someone in 
their own community.

4. Let’s learn about someone who helped their community. Read about Billy Frank Jr. 
5. Using the guidelines in the journal, have students plan their monuments.
6. Have each group present their monument to the class.

https://www.teachtci.com/
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/slide_images/86851/original/SSA3_OT_06A-S8.jpg?1599751081


Billy Frank Jr. Helps Native 
Americans

Billy Frank Jr. was born in 1931 in 
Washington. He was a member of the 
Nisqually tribe. Growing up, he learned to 
fish in local rivers. 

When Frank was 14 years old, he went 
to the Nisqually River to fish for salmon. 
However, two state officials came to arrest 
him. They believed he was breaking a 
Washington state law that banned fishing.  

Frank believed his arrest was unfair. 
Although the law banned fishing, there 
was a treaty in place that said local 
Native American groups had the right to 
fish in Washington. A treaty is an official 
agreement. This treaty was made a long time 
ago and recognized by the U.S. government.

Frank felt that the state did not respect 
tribal rights or the environment. Fishing was 
an important tradition to Native American 
groups in the area. It also helps to maintain 
a healthy ecosystem for the river.

Billy Frank Jr. talks about the 
importance of preserving 
Puget Sound, an important 
marine environment.
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For many years, Frank fought to protect 
tribal rights. He gathered supporters and 
organized demonstrations to make his voice 
heard. He wanted Washington to recognize 
that Native Americans have a right to help 
protect natural resources in the state.

Finally in 1974, Frank’s efforts paid off. 
A federal court sided with Native American 
groups in the case United States v. Washington. 
The court said that Native Americans have 
the right to fish. The court also said that 
tribes should work with Washington state to 
manage the salmon resource. 

Frank kept fighting to protect tribal rights 
and the environment. He and other activists 
worked closely with the government to 
preserve nature.

Frank passed away in 2014, but his story 
lives on. In 2015, President Barack Obama 
recognized Frank’s work and awarded him 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Today, 
you can visit the Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually 
National Wildlife Refuge in Washington. 

The Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually 
National Wildlife Refuge 
helps to preserve nature and 
wildlife around the Nisqually 
River Delta.
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Steps for Creating a Human Monument

Record the name of the person you read about. Then, follow the steps 
to create a human monument with your group. 

 Step 1: Assign the four roles.

Each member of your group will have one of four roles: Speaker, 
Sculptor, Writer, or Geographer.

 will be the Speaker.

 will be the Sculptor.

 will be the Writer.

 will be the Geographer.
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 Step 2: Talk about who each group member will 
be in the monument.

Talk about the role each of you will have in the monument. The 
Speaker leads the discussion and takes notes below.

Name of Group 
Member

Who or what will 
this group member 
represent in the 
monument?

How will this group 
member pose in the 
monument?
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 Step 3: Design the monument.

Talk about what the monument will look like. Brainstorm ideas for 
four props to use. The Sculptor leads this discussion. The Sculptor also 
assigns each group member to bring one of the props.

Prop Group Member Who Will Bring  
the Prop

Now practice getting in position for the monument. The Sculptor 
leads the practice. Practice until you are happy with the design.
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 Step 4: Write a plaque for the monument.

Talk about a sentence to put on a plaque for your monument. The 
sentence should tell what the person did to improve the community. 
The Writer leads this discussion. 

The Writer writes a first draft of the sentence in the space below. As a 
group, check the draft. Make sure it is written neatly. Check that all 
the words are spelled correctly. The Writer makes any corrections that 
are needed.
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 Step 5: Decide the location for the monument.

Talk about where to put your monument. Which community on the 
map should it go in? The Geographer leads this discussion and writes 
the group’s answers below.

Name of community: 

Our monument should go here because 

Circle the name of the community on the map below.

New York 
City

North 
Oxford

New Orleans

Delano

Nisqually 
Reservation

Niagara Niagara 
FallsFalls

Niagara 
Falls
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 Step 6: Prepare to present the monument.

Rehearse presenting your monument.

 ☐ The Sculptor leads the rehearsal. The Sculptor also makes sure 
that each group member has brought a prop. As a group, 
practice getting into position and holding the position for two 
minutes. The Sculptor practices thanking the audience in a 
loud, clear voice. The Sculptor brings a prop for the monument. 
 

 ☐ The Speaker practices telling who each group member is in the 
monument and what he or she is doing. The Speaker talks in a 
loud, clear voice. The Speaker brings a prop for the monument. 
 

 ☐ The Writer neatly copies the plaque onto a new sheet of paper. 
Be sure to write in large letters and spell all words correctly. The 
Writer practices reading the plaque in a loud, clear voice. The 
Writer brings a prop for the monument. 
 

 ☐ The Geographer practices telling where the monument will be 
placed and why. The Geographer speaks in a loud, clear voice. 
The Geographer brings a prop for the monument.

 Step 7: Take a photograph of your monument.

Take a picture of your human monument. Make sure the photo 
includes all group members, props, and the plaque.
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