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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! Florida and Its People, Lesson 11, Famous Floridians. 
Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Native American Heritage Month

Documenting Famous Floridians - Osceola

Lesson Overview

Get a taste of being a director by planning a documentary trailer about a famous Floridian for the TCI 
documentary series Famous Floridians.  In this free lesson, students will create a documentary about 
Osceola.

Teacher Prep

1. Print 1 copy per student of the journal pages.

Procedures

1. Introduce the project by watching the video documentary trailer.
2. Discuss as a class:

• What did you notice about the trailer?
• What did you like about the trailer? What would you change?
• How might you plan your own documentary trailer?

• Introduce the trailer planner in the journal pages.
3. Tell students that they will be creating a trailer for just one famous Floridian today - Osceola. 
4. Follow these steps to plan the trailer for your famous Floridian:

• Sit with your partner and read about Osceola.
• Using your activity notes, write the script for your trailer
• Conduct independent research to find visuals to go with your script.
• Print and cut out images to glue in your journal, or draw pictures to represent your visuals. 

5. Share your trailer script and visuals with the class. OPTIONAL: Have students produce a video of their 
documentary trailer.

https://www.teachtci.com/
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2767/original/TCI_L11_Video_1_famous_floridians_edit_1.mp4?1634068862


Osceola (1804-1838) 
Born in Alabama to a Muscogee (Creek) 

woman and a Scottish father, Osceola was 
named Billy Powell when he was born. While 
he wasn’t part of the Seminole tribe at birth, he 
became one of their most famous leaders.

In 1814, he and his mother had to flee when 
U.S. troops attacked the Muscogee. They were 
taken in by the Seminole tribe, 
who protected them. They gave 
him the name Osceola. 

Osceola became a popular 
member of the tribe. He married 
a free African American woman 
and encouraged his companions 
to reject enslavement.

Eventually, the U.S. govern-
ment wanted the land of the 
Seminole too. Osceola hated en-
slavement, and felt like his people 
were being enslaved. When older 
chiefs signed a treaty giving up 
their land, Osceola rejected it. He 
refused to accept the loss of their 
land. To try and save their free-
dom, he decided to fight.

In 1836, the Second Seminole 
War began. Osceola fought in 
several battles. The men he led 
thought he was a brave and 
clever warrior. 

The U.S. Army finally 
captured Osceola through a 
trick. Osceola agreed to talk 
with army leaders under a truce 
flag. A truce is an agreement 
between enemies to stop 
fighting. However,  the U.S. 
Army captured Osceola and 
threw him in prison. Even white 
Americans felt this was unfair 
and dishonorable. 

This statue of Chief Osceola is located 
in Silver Spring State Park. The plaque 
tells about the importance of Osceola’s 
presence at the Springs and the 
Seminole resistance against the U.S. 
Army.
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Osceola was buried at Fort Moultrie. 
His tombstone reads, “Oceola: Patriot 
and Warrior.”

Osceola died in prison in 1838. The other 
Seminole people surrendered in 1842, but their 
fight against the U.S. army was regarded as 
brave and skilled. Osceola became a symbol of 
resistance and fighting for your freedom. Today, 
many towns are named after Osceola as a sign 
of respect.

Osceola was well-respected. Why do you 
think he became popular even to his enemies? 
Think about other people you’ve heard about 
who stood up for what they believed in.
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Use this storyboard to plan a documentary episode trailer for your  
famous Floridian. You will need to find and print images to go with your 
script. Cut and glue the pictures you find into your journal. If you don’t 
have access to a printer, draw the images instead.

Opening: Include one visual and the narration that goes with it. 

Episode Highlights: Include four visuals and the narration that goes  
with them. 

  Episode Title and number:
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Closing: Include one visual and the narration that goes with it. 
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