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Haaland, Deb (1962–)
Deb Haaland serves as the Secretary of the Interior of the United 
States under the Biden administration. She is a member of the 
Laguna Pueblo in New Mexico, and she is the first Native American 
to ever hold a cabinet secretary position.

Haaland was born on December 2, 1960, in Winslow, Arizona. 
Her mother is a Navy veteran, and her father was a Marine, so she 
grew up in a military family. As a single mother, she worked hard 
to attend college at the University of New Mexico. After college, she 
started her own salsa business called Pueblo Salsa and attended law 
school, where she became interested in politics.

After volunteering for three presidential campaigns and serving 
as tribal administrator for Katishtya (the San Felipe Pueblo), 
Haaland ran to be the lieutenant governor of New Mexico. Although she wasn’t elected, the campaign 
brought her a lot of attention. Haaland was then selected to be the chair of the New Mexico Democratic 
Party in 2015. In 2018, she was elected to the House of Representatives to represent New Mexico’s 1st 
congressional district. Haaland was one of the first Native American women elected to Congress along 
with Sharice Davids, a representative from Kansas. Haaland was also the first Pueblo person ever to be 
elected to Congress.

When sworn in as the Secretary of the Interior, Haaland said that she was “proud and humbled to lead 
the dedicated team at Interior as we seek to leave a livable planet for future generations.” As Secretary of 
the Interior, her goals have included fostering strong relationships between the United States and Native 
American nations and tribes, working to solve climate change, pursuing environmental justice, and 
working towards clean energy. 
 
Reflect:

1. What is Deb Haaland’s role in the Biden administration and what made that role historically 
significant?

2. What are some of her goals as Secretary of the Interior?
3. Conduct your own research - what committees did Deb Haaland serve on during her time in 

Congress?
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