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Tisquantum (Squanto) (about 1580–1622)
Tisquantum, nicknamed Squanto by the White governor of 
Plymouth Colony, was a Indigenous man of the Patuxet people. The 
Patuxet were a part of the Wampanoag tribal confederation. He is 
known for acting as a guide, interpreter, diplomat, and advisor for 
the Pilgrims during the early days of Plymouth Colony.

Tisquantum was born around 1580 in present-day Massachusetts. 
Although little is known about his early life, Tisquantum was 
captured by British colonizer Thomas Hunt in 1614 and sold into 
enslavement in Spain. Eventually, Tisquantum escaped and returned 
to North America with navigator Thomas Dermer in 1619, only to 
discover that the Patuxet had largely been wiped out by disease. 

Tisquantum went on to live with other nearby Wampanoag people 
instead. He met the colonizers at Plymouth (historically known as the Pilgrims) in 1621, and he worked 
as an interpreter and diplomat between the Pilgrims and Massasoit, the Wampanoag confederacy’s chief. 
He taught the colonists how to plant and fish successfully in their new environment, as well as how to 
trade furs. Tisquantum’s efforts helped the Pilgrims survive the harsh winter.

Tisquantum died of a fever in 1622 while working as a guide for Governor William Bradford on a 
journey around Cape Cod. It remains unclear what caused the illness. He played an essential role in 
helping the early colonists survive. In his journal, Bradford called Tisquantum “a special instrument 
sent of God for their good beyond their expectation.” This gratitude did not prevent later colonists from 
advancing on Wampanoag and others’ lands, but Tisquantum is most often remembered today for his 
aid. 
 
Reflect:

1. What was Tisquantum known for?
2. How did he come to live with the Wampanoag people after his return?
3. How did Squanto help the Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony?
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