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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! Florida and Its People, Lesson 10, The People of Florida. 
Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

National Hispanic Heritage Month

Contributions of Latino Americans in Florida

Lesson Overview

Look at contributions of Latino Americans in Florida through the lens of the four core social sciences.

Teacher Prep

1. Print Contributions of Latino Americans Reading for each student. 

Procedures

1. Preview: Think about your community. Create a collage of contributions. You can do this by using the 
following four areas, drawing images and writing words that represent the contributions of people or 
groups in your community:
• Civics: politicians, government, leaders, volunteers, lawyers, and educators
• Economics: businesses, goods, stores, jobs, industries, and money
• Geography: land, water, plants, towns, roads, bridges, and parks
• History: important people, traditions, languages, monuments, and museums

2. Let’s learn about a few contributions of Latino Americans in Florida. Hand out Contributions of Latino 
Americans. 

3. Working in a group of four, research one influential person or group for each of the four core social 
studies areas. Talk about how they’ve influenced your state.

https://www.teachtci.com/


2. Contributions of Latino Americans 
In the 1500s, the first Europeans arrived in 

Florida. They came as explorers and colonizers. 
Their home country was Spain. The Spanish 
founded St. Augustine and a few other forts. 
But it mostly ignored Florida due to its lack of 
gold and the challenges of establishing colonies 
there. Instead, they conquered much of Central 
and South America. 

This region is now known as Latin America. 
Mexico, Central America, and South America 
are in this region. It also includes the islands of 
the Caribbean Sea. 

Over the years, large numbers of Latino 
Americans have settled in Florida. Many came 
from Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Mexico. Others 
came from Nicaragua, Colombia, and elsewhere. 
Today, almost 5.5 million Latino Americans 
live in Florida. They make up over one-fourth 
of Florida’s population. Latino Americans may 
be white, African, American Indian, or a mix of 
these races. Spanish is their main language.

Latino Americans have made many contribu-
tions to Florida. Their cultures have become part 
of the Florida way of life. Today, in many Flori-
da’s communities, you can hear Spanish spoken 
on the streets and on the radio and TV. You can 
see local organizations working to improve the 
lives of Latino American communities. What 
kinds of contributions do you think these com-
munities make to Florida’s culture?

Today around 5.5 million Latino 
Americans live in Florida. Their 
contributions have become a part of the 
state’s way of life.
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Many Latino American businesses have 
helped Florida’s economy. Today, the number of 
Latino and Latina business owners is growing 
in Florida. They work in industries ranging from 
banking and building to foods and pharmacies. 

Latino Americans also play an important 
role in politics. They make up some 17 percent 
of all Florida voters. They hold many public 
offices in the state. For example, María Elvira 
Salazar is a congresswoman in Florida whose 
family is from Cuba.

Latino Americans have been drawn to Florida 
for a number of reasons. One is economic. They 
want to find good jobs. Another is social. They 
seek a better life. A third reason is political. 
Many disagreed with the governments in their 
home countries. 

Nearly a million Cubans have left their 
homeland and come to Florida since 1959, often 
for political reasons. That was the year Fidel 
Castro took power in Cuba. He put new laws 
in place. Many people didn’t like those laws. 
Cubans often crossed the sea by boat to Florida. 
Some 70 percent chose to stay in the state. 
Salazar’s family came for that reason.

Most Cuban Americans have settled in south 
Florida. The climate there is warm like Cuba’s. 
Miami is in the south. This city is a center of 
Cuban American population and culture.

Miami is among several Florida cities 
that have a large Latino American 
population.
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