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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is adapted from History Alive! Pursuing American Ideals, Lesson 40, Fighting the Cold War 
at Home. Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Fall

Dot Game

Lesson Overview

Add a fall twist to a classic TCI dot game. In this version, students with a dot are representing witches.  

Teacher Prep

1. Watch this video for the game instructions.
2. Cut a small slip of paper for each student. Make a small red dot on eight of the slips. Leave the other 

slips blank. Fold all the slips so the dots are not visible.

Procedures

1. Watch this video as a class for the game instructions.
2. Hand out the slips you prepared in advance.
3. Start the timer and watch students form groups.
4. Determine the winners of the game by seeing which groups were the largest with no dots, and which dots 

were the only dots in their group. 
5. Debrief the game:

• Nondots:
 ◦ How did you feel when you discovered you were not a dot?
 ◦ What methods did you use to determine who was a dot?

• Dots:
 ◦ How did you feel when you discovered you were a dot?
 ◦ How did you convince others that you were not a dot?

• Everyone:
 ◦ For those accused of being a dot, how did it feel?
 ◦ Given that there was no way to be certain who was a dot, why did you try so hard to convince 

others that certain classmates were dots?
 ◦ What emotions fueled this activity?
 ◦ Can you think of any time in history when something like this occurred?

6. [Extension]: Continue the debrief by looking at primary sources from SHEG to learn more about the 
Salem Witch Trials:  https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/salem-witch-trials 
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