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Escalante, Jaime (1930–2010)

People said that it could not be done. Jaime Escalante wanted to teach 
advanced math in an inner-city California high school. The students 
were gang members. Other teachers said that these students were 
“unteachable.” Mr. Escalante did not believe that. He was right!

Jaime Escalante was born in South America. His parents were teachers, 
and he became a teacher, too. In his thirties, he came to the United 
States to live. He could not speak English. So he worked at odd jobs to 
put himself through college all over again. He learned English. He 
studied math. Then he became a teacher in Los Angeles, California.

Escalante believed that his students could learn. He said that they had 
potential. Having potential means that it is possible for someone to do 
better. So he taught more than just math. He taught advanced math, with subjects like calculus. His students 
began to succeed. Soon, more and more students signed up for Mr. Escalante’s classes.

The students did so well that Mr. Escalante became famous for his teaching methods. A book called  
Escalante: The Best Teacher in America was written about him. Next came a movie called Stand and Deliver. Then  
a television program called Futures was produced. It won many awards. In the program, Escalante shows students 
some of the careers they might have in math and science. It is still used by teachers today.

Among the tributes Jaime Escalante has received is a Presidential Medal for Excellence in Education. He is also in 
the National Teachers Hall of Fame. These awards honor Escalante because he believed in his students. He 
believed that he could teach them to be the best they could be. He believed that they could succeed.

In 2001, Escalante moved back to South America, where he taught part-time. Escalante passed away in 2010. 
Some of his past students have said that they will never forget what they learned from Mr. Escalante.

Reflect:

1. What subject did Escalante teach? Where and to whom did he teach it?

2. Where was Escalante born? What did he do when he came to the United States to teach?

3. What is one important impact that Escalante had on others?
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