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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! Regions of Our Country, Lesson 1, The Four Core Social 
Sciences. Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Foundations in Social Studies

What are the Social Sciences?

Lesson Overview

Students find and share artifacts from home that represent the four social sciences: economics, geography, 
civics, and history.   

Teacher Prep

1. Print Thinking Like a Social Scientist.
2. Give students a homework assignment to find a small artifact in their home for each social science 

subject.
3. Ask students to place the artifact in a small paper bag to bring to class. The four artifacts must all fit 

into the same bag. 
4. Assign students to groups of four. 

Procedures

1. Together read Thinking Like a Social Scientist.
2. Assign the students to find one small artifact in their home for each social science. 
3. Get students into their assigned group of four. Bring their bag of artifacts. 
4. Take turns sharing each of their artifacts with the rest of their group. Explain why they selected the artifact 

and how it relates to its social science. 
5. As a group, pick one shared artifact that best represents each social science. There should be one artifact 

for each social science. Put the artifacts in a group bag.
6. Write the student names on the bag and collect the bags. Direct students to come to the front of the class 

when their group’s bag is selected.
7. Pulls an artifact from the bag. The rest of the class will guess which social science the artifact is related to. 
8. A member of the presenting group will reveal whether the majority of the class is correct or not and 

explain why.

https://www.teachtci.com/
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Thinking Like a Social Scientist
Now that you know more about social scientists, can 

you start thinking like one? In order to think like a social 
scientist, you must first ask questions about what you 
are studying. 

Try this experiment: choose one object from your 
desk or backpack to study, and ask yourself, What kind of 
social scientist would be most interested in this artifact? An 
economist, a geographer, a political scientist, or a historian? 
What would that person want to know about this artifact—
who made it, how much it cost, where it came from, or 
something else?

One class of fourth graders tried this experiment with a 
pair of shoes. To their surprise, the shoes turned out to be a 
rather interesting artifact. 

The students found out that all four types of social 
scientists could study the shoes that the class chose. The 
class broke up into four different groups, and each group 
came up with questions that one type of social scientist 
would ask about the pair of shoes. Read each group’s results.

The objects in your backpack 
are artifacts. What kinds 
of questions would a social 
scientist ask about them?



3

Social Scientist Questions 
An economist might ask these questions:
1. How much did the shoes cost to make?
2. How much did you pay for them?
3. Why did you choose to buy these shoes instead of another pair of shoes?

A geographer might ask these questions: 
1. Where were these shoes made?
2. What route did the shoes travel from the factory to your shoe store?

A political scientist might ask these questions:
1. Are there any laws about making these shoes,  

and did the maker follow them?
2. Who was in charge of buying this pair of shoes?

A historian might ask these questions:
1. How have shoes changed over time?
2. What is the history of these shoes?  

Who made them and when, and why?  
What has happened to these shoes  
since they were made?


