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Schneiderman, Rose (1882–1972)

Rose Schneiderman was a union leader, orator, and women’s rights activist 
during the 1900s. She was the first woman elected to national office in a labor 
union. She advocated for increased wages, improved working conditions, and 
equal pay for women.

Schneiderman was born on April 16, 1882 to Jewish parents in Saven, Poland. 
She immigrated with her family to New York City in 1890. However, her father 
soon died of meningitis, and her mother lost her job. Schneiderman had to enter 
the workforce at just 13 years old to support herself. She worked as a salesgirl, 
then as a cap maker. Schneiderman grew frustrated with the sexism she faced 
at work. Men were given higher positions and paid more than women.

In 1903, Schneiderman organized her store for the United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers’ Union. Her charisma and 
organizing skill impressed many. Schneiderman became the first woman elected to national office in a labor union. 
She later became chief organizer of the New York Women’s Trade Union League. Schneiderman helped organize the 
Uprising of the 20,000 of New York’s shirtwaist makers from 1909 to 1910. It was the biggest strike by American women 
laborers of its time. This helped strengthen the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. Through her union work, 
Schneiderman fought for increased wages and better working conditions for women.

In 1933, Schneiderman was appointed to Roosevelt’s National Recovery Administration Labor Advisory Board. She 
was the only woman on the board. Schneiderman helped shape the New Deal legislation. This included the Fair Labor 
Standards Act and the Social Security Act.

Schneiderman was not only a labor activist, but a social activist. She also fought for women’s rights, such as suffrage and 
equal pay. Schneiderman believed that securing the right to vote was part of achieving economic rights for women. During 
World War II, she also helped rescue European Jews. She then helped resettle them in the United States and Palestine.

“It is up to the working people to save themselves,” Schneiderman once said in a famous eulogy to the victims of the 1911 
Triangle Fire. Her life’s work uplifting her fellow women workers certainly exemplified her philosophy. Schneiderman 
retired from public life in 1949. She passed away in New York City in 1972. 
 
Reflect:

1. What causes did Schneiderman fight for through her union work?

2. What uprising did Schneiderman help organize? Why was it remarkable?

3. What other social causes did Schneiderman advocate for outside of the labor movement?
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