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What We’ll Be Covering 
Five Simple Steps to Rev Up Discussions

Discussion Types and Engagement Strategies

Model Discussion





Discussion Lesson Best Practices



Best Practices
Challenge students to discuss controversial and 
complex issues in small groups.

Create heterogeneous groups and a suitable 
classroom arrangement.

Prepare students to answer provocative critical 
thinking questions.

Allow groups time to prepare their responses.

Facilitate a lively class discussion.
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Ten Easy-Peasy Topics
1. Cats vs. Dogs
2. Going out or staying in?
3. Should pineapple on pizza be legal?
4. Eat to live or Live to eat?
5. 80s movies > Any other decade
6. The correct word for carbonated drinks is “pop.” 

Change my mind.
7. Best Star Wars character
8. Going to the mountains vs. the beach
9. Is everything fair in love and war?

10. Bald is beautiful.
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Engagement Strategies



Red, Yellow, Green

Fist to Five

Everyone Restate

Repeat, Think, Breath, Share

Rules for Civil Discussion



Dynamic Discussion Types



Talk it Outs

Concentric Circles

Pen Pal Chats

Fishbowl Discussions

Scored discussions



Model Fishbowl with Scored Discussion



From History Alive! The US through Industrialism, Ch. 18 Era of Reform

To what extent has the following 
grievance been redressed?

“He has monopolized [dominated] nearly all the profitable 
employments, and from those she is permitted to follow, she 

receives but a scanty remuneration [pay].”

Sara Morris

Kelsey



You will be responsible for scoring this discussion.

Listen closely, and document anytime you hear the 
speaker do one of the following three things:

● +1 for making a relevant comment with evidence
● +1 for accurately reiterating the previous speaker
● +1 for disagreeing in an agreeable way.

Scan QR code to score the 
discussion on Padlet.



We will use Padlet.com as the tool for our scored discussion. You can comment with your own 
observations OR vote with a like/dislike for other posts.



Questions?



Reflection 
Comment in the Chat and explain why you pick that emoji. 
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