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Saund, Dalip Singh (1899—1973)

Dalip Singh Saund was the first Asian American voted into the U.S. 
Congress. He was born in the Punjab region of India. He went to 
boarding school and college there. At that time, India was ruled by 
the British. Saund’s parents wanted him to join the British 
government. But Saund wanted to go to the United States.

In 1920, Saund came to the United States. He started school at the 
University of California, Berkeley. He studied farming and math.  
He got a master’s degree. Then he got a PhD.

Even with two degrees, it was hard for Saund to get work. People did 
not like that he was from another country. Saund started working at canning companies. Then he worked as a 
foreman in a cotton field. Saund later wrote a book about himself. In it, he wrote about waiting for the cotton 
pickers to come back from the fields. He “read books on literature, poetry, drama, [and] early American history” 
while he waited. Saund later started his own farm.

Saund could not become a U.S. citizen, but was interested in politics. He joined the Democratic Party. He formed 
the Indian Association of America in 1946. This group worked to pass the Luce-Cellar Act. This would give 
Indians the rights to become citizens, own land, and run for office. President Truman signed the bill. Saund 
became a U.S. citizen in 1949.

In 1950, Saund ran for Justice Court judge. He won, but could not serve. He had not been a citizen long enough. 
He ran again in 1952. Saund wore a turban, and someone asked if people in his court would have to wear one. 
Saund responded, “My friend, you know me for a tolerant man. I don’t care what a man has on top of his head.  
All I’m interested in is what he’s got inside of it.” Saund won. He was a judge until 1957. Then he was voted  
into Congress.

Saund worked with Congress to improve relations between the United States and Asian countries. He wanted to 
stop the spread of communism. Communism is when the government owns everything. People don’t have their 
own property. They are paid based on the skills they have and what they need.

While serving in Congress, Saund was on the Foreign Affairs Committee. He worked to make U.S. relations with 
other countries better. He also helped create the U.S. Agency for International Development. This group gives help 
to other countries. Saund worked to give the United States more say in how the money it gave to other countries 
was spent. Saund had a stroke in 1962. His political career ended. He passed away in April of 1973.

Reflect:

1. What challenges did Saund overcome in his life and career?

2. What did Saund accomplish in his career?

3. Saund went into politics to help his community. Can you think of someone that helps your community?
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