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Ansari, Anousheh (1966—)

On September 18th, 2006, Anousheh Ansari boarded a 
spacecraft and began her exciting journey into outer space. 
Two days later, her spacecraft reached the International Space 
Station, where she would spend nine days among the stars.

Although Ansari made the journey into space, she is not a 
professional astronaut. She is among a small group of people 
called space tourists. A space tourist is a private individual who 
travels to space for fun. When Ansari’s spacecraft lifted off on 
September 18th, she became the first female space tourist. 
Ansari was also the first Iranian and the first Muslim woman to travel to outer space.

Ansari was born in Meshed, Iran in 1966. Even as a young girl, Ansari was fascinated by outer space.  
In a blog post from the days before her space adventure, Ansari recalled being “a young girl who had her 
eyes fixed on the twinkling stars of the night skies of Tehran.”

Ansari and her family moved to the United States when she was a teenager. When she first arrived in the 
United States, she did not speak any English. Ansari wrote that she “basically was fortunate to live the 
American Dream.” In university, Ansari studied electronics and computer engineering. She eventually 
earned her master’s degree in electrical engineering. Ansari also helped found Telecom Technologies, 
Inc. in 1993. Seven years later, she sold her company for $550 million.

Ansari used her wealth to pursue her passion for space. In 2002, she and her family funded the Ansari X 
Prize to promote innovation in space travel. Later, Ansari arranged her own trip to space through the 
space tourism company Space Adventures, Ltd. In early 2006, she began the long process of training for 
her adventure into outer space.

During her training, Ansari received inspiring messages from women and girls across the globe who 
encouraged her to follow her dream. Just before her trip into space, Ansari told the New York Times,  
“I want to reach women and girls in remote parts of the world where women are not encouraged to go 
into science and technology jobs. They should believe in what they want and pursue it.”

Reflect:

1. What challenges has Ansari overcome in her life?

2. What is a space tourist?

3. Ansari hopes her life will inspire girls to pursue science. Is there someone in your community that  
inspires you?
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