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“Keep Learning Going” – Summer Celebrations

Juneteenth
By the 1860s, tensions over slavery had been growing for over 100 years. In 
Northern states, slavery was illegal. But Southern states relied on the labor of 
enslaved people to grow cotton.

The Civil War began in 1861. Several Southern states seceded from the United 
States to create a new country where slavery would be allowed. They called 
themselves the Confederate States of America, or the Confederacy. The Northern 
states, on the other hand, called their side the Union.

After two years of fighting, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation. The Emancipation Proclamation was an order that freed anyone who 
was enslaved in a Confederate state. The Union won the Civil War in April 1865.

During the Civil War, Texas had become a safe haven for enslavers who wanted to 
escape the fighting. In 1865, people were still enslaved there.

On June 19th, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas. He 
and his troops were there to enforce the Emancipation Proclamation, which had 
been issued two years earlier. General Granger told everyone in Galveston that the 
war was over. He read an order that declared:

The people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a Proclamation from the Executive of the 
United States, all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of rights and rights of property 
between former masters and slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between them becomes 
that between employer and hired laborer.

That day, 250,000 people who had been enslaved in Texas were freed. Some moved North to start new lives. 
Others returned to Louisiana, Arkansas, and Oklahoma in hopes of finding loved ones and reuniting their families.

In December 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution was ratified. The Thirteenth Amendment formally 
abolished slavery everywhere in the United States.

Every year on June 19th, or Juneteenth, people celebrate the end of slavery in United States. In 1980, Texas 
became the first state to establish Juneteenth as a state holiday. By 2020, forty-seven U.S. states had recognized 
Juneteenth as a state or ceremonial holiday.
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This is the order that General Granger 
brought to Galveston, Texas on June 
19th, 1865 informing everyone that 
all enslaved people were free. 
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African Americans have been celebrating Juneteenth every year 
since 1865. This photograph is from a Juneteenth Parade that took 
place in Richmond, Virginia in 1905.
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Almost every state has recognized Juneteenth as a holiday. This 
celebration was held in Washington, D.C. on June 19th, 2020.
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EXPLORE MORE ACTIVITIES:

This activity is part of a complete lesson available online to TCI users in Social Studies Alive! America’s Past, 
Lesson 8, Slavery in the Americas. More explore activities are available online at www.teachtci.com.

Reflect:

1. Why is June 19th an important date? What do people celebrate on that day?

2. Draw a picture that tells the story of Juneteenth.

3. Study the image of the Juneteenth flag. Then research 
the symbols on the flag. What do they represent?

4. With help from an adult, select one town or city and research how people celebrate Juneteenth there. 
What are that community’s special traditions? When did that community officially recognize Juneteenth 
as a holiday?
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