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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! My Community Grade 2, 
Lesson 11, How Can One Person Make a Difference? Full support, including a 
ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Gardens

Save the Park Day

Lesson Overview

In this Social Studies Story Activity, students read about how to protect parks from litter in their community. 
Then, they will think about problems in their own community and brainstorm solutions. 

Teacher Prep

You may wish to take a small walk around your school, playground, or nearby park. If you do this, be sure 
to ask your students to point out what they notice about the plants and animals in their community.

Procedures

1. Ask students to brainstorm what they notice about the plants and animals in their community. Are they 
happy? How could they be better?

2. Read Save the Park Day.
3. Ask students to discuss why Michelle’s first clean-up attempt did not give her the results she wanted. Why 

was her second plan successful? 
4. Keep a list of the things your students agree made Michelle’s plans successful.
5. Have students answer two questions about their own community.

https://www.teachtci.com/


Civics

The park in 

Michelle’s 

community was 

littered with trash.

Michelle always walked by the local park 

on her way home from school. One day, 

Michelle noticed something. 

There were empty water bottles and 

plastic bags on the grass. A nearby trash 

can was overflowing. The park looked messy. 

“How can I solve this problem?” she asked.

Read & Do

Save the Park Day
Seeing a problem is the first step to solving 

it. A sixth grade girl named Michelle saw 

that the park in her neighborhood was 

dirty. How did she solve the problem in her 

community?

2



Michelle started 

“Save the Park 

Day” to solve a 

problem in her 

community.

Many people 

helped clean up 

trash in the park.

Michelle wanted to help clean up the 

park. So, she researched ways that she 

could help. She read books in the library 

and searched the Internet. She learned 

that people volunteer in groups to clean up 

places with litter.

Michelle asked her friends, family, and 

classmates for help. She called the event 

“Save the Park Day.” Her friends made flyers 

to post around her neighborhood. Someone 

donated T-shirts that helpers could wear.

On the day of the event, many people 

from her community came to the park. They 

cleaned up trash. They took plastic bottles to 

get recycled. When something is recycled, it 

is made into something new. 
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Save the Park 

Day helped 

make the park 

beautiful.

After “Save the Park Day,” the park looked 

beautiful. But soon, the trash can was full 

again and plastic bottles lay on the grass.

“How can I stop the park from getting 

littered again?” Michelle wondered. She 

knew she had to do more research. So, she 

read information online and in books. She 

compared what her sources said about 

keeping nature clean. Many talked about 

recycling programs. She used her research 

to make a plan. 
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Michelle’s plan 

of adding trash, 

recycling, and 

compost bins 

was a success.

Michelle wanted to add trash and 

recycling bins so that people wouldn’t litter. 

She thought that adding a bin for food was 

also a good idea. The food could make 

compost. This would cause less waste than 

throwing food away.

She met with adults who ran the park. She 

made a poster that explained her ideas. 

Her plan was a success! The bins were 

added. Signs were put up reminding people 

to pick up after themselves. The park stayed 

clean. Michelle was proud of how she made 

a difference in her community.
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Draw a picture to show a problem in your community.

Write a sentence to explain this picture.

_______________________________________________________________

Now, draw a picture to show your solution.

Write a sentence to explain this picture.

_______________________________________________________________

R E A D  &  D O
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