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Gabbard, Tulsi (1981—)

Tulsi Gabbard is a congresswoman from Hawaii. As a teenager, 
she founded a program to help children learn about protecting 
the environment. She joined the Hawaiian government when 
she was only 21. She was the youngest person ever elected in  
the state.

A year later, Tulsi volunteered for the Hawaii Army National 
Guard. She was the first person to leave a government job to 
serve in war. She volunteered to serve in the Middle East twice. 
Tulsi became a captain and was promoted to major in the army.

She led her army unit on many missions. Some of her time was spent training the Kuwait National 
Guard. Kuwait is a small Middle Eastern country. She was the first woman to step foot inside Kuwait’s 
military building. She was also the first woman honored by the Kuwait National Guard. In America, 
Tulsi was awarded a medal for her service.

In between her military service, Tulsi was an aide to the senator of Hawaii. She gave advice on many 
things like security, the environment, and veteran issues. In 2007, she became the first woman to 
graduate from a tough military training program. For example, people must be very fit and smart  
to pass.

In 2010, Tulsi was elected to the Honolulu City Council. Then in 2012, she was elected to Congress. This 
is one branch of the government. Tulsi is in her second term at Congress. This means she was elected 
two times to serve as a representative.

Tulsi is one of two female veterans to serve in Congress. She is also the first and only Hindu 
Congresswoman. Some people disagree with her religion. But Tulsi is very proud of her beliefs. She once 
said, “When I volunteered to put my life on the line in defense of our country, no one asked me what my 
religion was.”

 
Reflect:

1. What barriers did Gabbard break in her career?

2. What has Gabbard done to help people in Hawaii?

3. Gabbard has spent her career in public service. What is one thing you can do to serve  
your community?
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