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Arbor Day

Land Use Conflict in the Amazon Rainforest

Lesson Overview

Create and present news reports about groups with competing interests in how to preserve and use the 
resources of the Amazon rainforest. 

Teacher Prep

1. Print one copy per group of Handout A: Creating an Amazon Rainforest News Report, Handout B: 
Matching Statements with Amazon Rainforest Interest Groups, and the Student Text. 

Procedures

1. Divide students into groups of four. Assign at least one group to each of these groups that has an interest 
in preserving or using the resources of the Amazon rainforest:
a. indigenous peoples of the Amazon
b. loggers
c. cattle ranchers
d. rubber tappers
e. settlers
f. environmental groups

2. Provide students with Handout A: Creating an Amazon Rainforest News Report and the Student Text. 
3. Ask each group to read the section from the student text about their assigned group.
4. As a class, review the instructions on Handout A: Creating an Amazon Rainforest News Report.  
5. As each group does a final rehearsal for their presentation, ask the rest of the class to read the section from 

the student text about the group.
6. Provide students with Handout B: Matching Statements with Amazon Rainforest Interest Groups. 
7. Instruct students to review the statements on the top half of the handout and decide which interest group 

might have made each of these statements. Use evidence to support your decision.
8. Call on groups to share their answers for each statement (or just a few depending on time). 
9. Repeat with the bottom half of the sheet, stating which group each statement is directed at. 
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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Geography Alive! Regions and People, Lesson 12, Land 
Use Conflict in the Amazon Rainforest. Full support, including a ready to teach slideshow 
and a full tour of the Southeast, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

10. As a class, discuss the following questions. Use each question to rank the groups from the one with the 
strongest case to the one with the weakest case. The rankings may change depending on the question. 
Make sure to objectively analyze the perspectives of all groups.
a. Which group has the most legitimate claim to decide what should be done to preserve or use the 

resources of the Amazon rainforest?
b. Which group wants to use or preserve the resources of the rainforest in ways that will be most helpful 

to the country and people of Brazil?
c. Considering all the factors from the previous questions, which group makes the strongest case for 

how to use or preserve the resources of the Amazon rainforest?
11. Read the Student Text, then debrief as a class which ideas seem particularly good or practical. 
12. Ask each student to write a letter to the Brazilian government: 

 
Explain your ideas about how best to preserve and use the resources of the Amazon rainforest. Your letter 
should follow this format:
• a proper greeting (for example: Dear Ambassador or Dear Consul).
• an introductory paragraph that identifies at least four groups that want to use or preserve the 

rainforest.
• a paragraph that describes at least two actions that you think will best preserve and use the rainforest’s 

resources.
• a paragraph that explains how these actions will meet the needs or concerns of the groups you 

identified.
•  a proper closing (for example: Sincerely).

https://www.teachtci.com/


Ideas for Reducing Land Use Conflict

Each of the groups discussed in this lesson has its own ideas for how 
best to use or preserve the resources of the Amazon rainforest. Often 
these differences have led to land use conflict. A few groups, however, 
are looking at ways to balance preservation and development. In this 
way, they hope to meet the needs of people while also reducing harm to 
the rainforest. Here are some of their ideas.

Promote Ecotourism Most countries encourage tourism, which is 
the business of organizing travel for pleasure. Tourism supports a coun-
try’s economy because tourists spend money on hotels, meals, services, 
and souvenirs.

Some tour companies are promoting a new type of tourism that is 
known as ecotourism, which attracts people who are interested in visiting 
unique ecosystems, such as a rainforest. Boat tours of the Amazon rain-
forest are popular with ecotourists, who come from all over the world.

Ecotourism offers many benefits. It creates jobs for people in the 
tourist industry, and it helps the economy by bringing in money. Most 
importantly, it gives people a reason to preserve the places that ecotour-
ists come to experience. However, the great danger of ecotourism is 
overuse. If too many tourists visit a fragile area, they may contribute to 
the destruction of what they have come to see.

Ecotourism in the Rainforest
Ecotourism attracts people who 
like being close to nature. Visitors 
to the rainforest learn about its 
great variety of plants and animals. 
Meanwhile, the money they spend 
creates jobs.
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Encourage Sustainable Development Another way to balance 
development and preservation is to encourage sustainable development. 
In Brazil, sustainable development means finding ways to use the 
rainforest without destroying it. One way is by growing crops that do not 
require large areas of land to be cleared, such as shade-grown coffee.

Shade-grown coffee is a method of growing coffee that makes good 
use of rainforest trees. The coffee bushes are planted under a canopy of 
trees, which prevents them from getting too much sun. Leaves from the 
coffee bushes enrich the soil. Additionally, the coffee bushes provide a 
habitat for birds, which in turn eat insects that attack the coffee plants. 
This type of farming involves few or no chemicals, which is good for 
both coffee planters and coffee drinkers.

Another less harmful way of using the rainforest is strip logging. 
Rather than clear-cutting large areas, strip loggers remove long, narrow 
strips of forest. The forest grows back in these strips far more quickly 
than in large clear-cut areas.

Buy Products that Protect the Rainforest Consumers can help 
protect the rainforest by buying products that support sustainable devel-
opment, such as ice creams and cereals made with Brazil nuts. The com-
panies that make these products buy the nuts from native Amazonians, 
thereby helping native peoples make a living without damaging the 
rainforest.

Another step that consumers can take is to buy products made 
from wood that is harvested in a sustainable manner. Not all wood is 
harvested in the same way. Some wood is logged in ways that can destroy 
a forest, whereas other wood is harvested with care and respect for the 
forest.

Until recently, there was no way for people to know whether they 
were buying “good wood.” Then, in the 1990s, logging companies and 
environmental groups started to create certification programs to help 
wood buyers find what they were looking for. Under these programs, 
products from well-managed forests are certified, or labeled. The label 
tells a buyer that the product comes from “good wood.” Consumers 
today can buy many certified “good wood” products from forests in 
Brazil, including lumber, charcoal, pencils, furniture, and musical 
instruments. 

Shrinking Rainforests
These satellite images show the 
same part of the Amazon rainforest 
in 2000 (top) and 2010 (bottom). 
The tan-colored patches are areas 
of deforestation. Rainforests are 
shrinking worldwide. A few thousand 
years ago, they covered 12 percent 
of Earth’s surface. Today only about 
2 percent of Earth is covered with 
rainforests.
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Creating an Amazon Rainforest News Report

Work with your group to create a news report about the rainforest group you have been as-
signed. Follow these steps:

Step 1: Review the roles. Assign one of these roles to each member of your group. Make sure 
everyone understands his or her responsibilities.

News Anchorperson: This person gives a brief history of when your group came to the rainfor-
est. They also explain how your group uses the resources of the rainforest.

Reporter: This person interviews two people from the rainforest group.
 

Interviewee 1: This person is a member of the rainforest group who is interviewed by the Re-
porter. They explain one or more ideas about what this group wants to do to preserve or use the 
rainforest’s resources.

Interviewee 2: This person is a member of the rainforest group who is interviewed by the Re-
porter. They explain why the group’s ideas for preserving or using the rainforest’s resources are 
justified, or good. 

Step 2: Create your news report. You must design a news report about your rainforest 
group. The report should be one to two minutes long. Also, you must create at least one simple, 
appropriate prop or costume piece for each person who will be interviewed.

Step 3: Rehearse your news report. Make sure everyone speaks loudly and clearly enough 
to be heard by the audience. 
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Matching Statements with Amazon Rainforest Interest Groups

Which group would make each of these statements? 

Statement 1: We’ve been here longer than anyone. Our land and way of life should be protected. 

Statement 2: Land that has been opened to us in the rainforest finally gives us a chance to pro-
vide food for our families. You can’t take that away. 

Statement 3: What we do to earn a living doesn’t hurt the rainforest. Because of that,  
we should have land of our own in the rainforest. 

Statement 4: We’re taking land that has already been cleared and making it productive. Besides, 
we provide a valuable product to hungry people all around the world. 

Statement 5: People in other countries use the valuable resources of their land to provide jobs 
for people and improve the economic situation of their country. Why can’t we do the same? 

Statement 6: We must stop much of what is happening to the rainforest, or eventually people 
all over the Earth will suffer. 

Which group is each of these statements directed toward?

Statement 1: Unless you change the way you do things, the valuable resource you take from the 
rainforest won’t be around much longer. Then what will you do?

Statement 2: You are such a small group, your interests shouldn’t outweigh the needs  
of an entire country.  

Statement 3: The way you use the rainforest’s land turns the forest into grasslands. Grassland 
may benefit you, but it hurts lots of other people, both here in the Amazon basin and around 
the world. 

Statement 4: Why can’t you be given land somewhere else? Besides, rainforest land isn’t even 
good for how you want to use it. 

Statement 5: It’s easy for you to tell the rest of us what should be done with the rain- 
forest. But you don’t rely on the rainforest’s land and resources to live, like we do. 

Statement 6: The way you make your living in the rainforest is old-fashioned. You are keeping 
others from using that land more productively.


