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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Bring Science Alive! Exploring Science Practices Grade 2, Unit 3, 
Lesson 7, How Can Problems Caused by Wind and Water Be Solved? Full support, including a ready 
to teach slideshow and a full tour of the Southeast, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Arbor Day

A Special Day for Trees

Lesson Overview

Learn about the history of Arbor Day, then become an erosion detective! 

Teacher Prep

1. Print one copy per student of Super Simple Science: A Special Day for Trees.   
2. If you have a TCI K-5 Science License, you may want to use the video from Grade 2, Unit 3, Lesson 7 

that provides a read aloud of the text for students.
3. Optional: Plan a route your class can take outside where they can observe erosion. 

Procedures

1. Provide each student a copy of  Super Simple Science: A Special Day for Trees. 
2. Read the text as a class.   
3. Tell students they will be Erosion Detectives. Talk about what they might look for as evidence of erosion 

caused by wind or water. 
4. If you are taking a walking tour as a class, go on your tour now. If you’re assigning the walking tour as 

homework, remind students of safety rules when completing their own tour.   
5. If time allows, ask students to share their letters with the class after they have completed their tour and 

written their letter.

https://www.teachtci.com/
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The farmland in 

Nebraska was flat 

and had few trees. 

Super Simple Science

A Special Day for Trees
One million trees is a lot of trees. Why 

did people plant that many trees in just 

one day?

J. Sterling Morton looked out on his 

farm in Nebraska. The land was flat 

and treeless. Gusty winds blew the 

soil away. Morton remembered living 

in New York as a boy. There were so 

many trees there. 

Morton had an idea. He knew 

that planting trees helps keep the 

soil in place, so he planted trees as 

windbreaks. The trees would protect 

his soil from the wind. Nearby, farmers 

planted windbreaks, too. 
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People celebrate 

Arbor Day by planting 

trees.

But Morton wanted more trees. As a 

newspaper reporter, he wrote about 

why trees are important. Trees are good 

windbreaks. They can be used for fuel 

and building materials. Trees can also 

provide shade from the hot sun.

People all over Nebraska listened. 

On April 10, 1872, they planted 

more than one million trees in one 

day! The day was called Arbor Day. 

Arbor means tree. Today all 50 states 

celebrate Arbor Day by planting trees. 



Trees can protect soil from wind.

How can you find where land needs to be protected from wind or water?

Be an Erosion Detective

1. Take a walking tour near your home or school.

2. Look for places where wind or water caused erosion.

3. Take photos or draw what you see.

4. Write a letter to someone. Tell about an erosion problem you see. Tell how you 
would help solve it.
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