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Foresters

Most people know that there are rules in place to protect forests. You usually cannot just 
walk into a forest and chop down a tree. But who is in charge of monitoring wood and other 
natural resources? Forests depend on foresters to monitor and care for them.

Foresters are necessary for the safety of forests. A forester is a scientist that helps keeps 
forests and the environment healthy. They help make sure existing conservation rules are 
followed. They plan new ways to use forest land. When new trees have to be planted, they 
decide where and what type. Foresters are also in charge of planting trees in cities.

A forester’s goal is to minimize damage to the environment. Foresters work to prevent and control forest fires, 
too. They also use fires to clear some of the land. These fires can help promote healthy growth in the forest.

Most foresters have a college degree. They often study forestry or something similar. Ecology and 
biology are important for them to study. They also learn about forest resource management. Some states 
require a license for foresters. Getting a license takes a forestry degree and a few years of work.

Good foresters use data they have gathered. They analyze the data to make choices. Their decisions 
help with the health of forests. For example, suppose there is a wildfire. A skilled forester’s response can 
prevent a lot of damage. Foresters need to be in good shape. They may need to hike in the woods.

Giving clear instructions is also important for foresters. They often work in teams. A 
forester might lead a group of people. These people need to know what to do.

Most foresters work for the government. Many work in state or national parks. Other 
foresters work for private companies. Foresters spend time in a laboratory. But they also 
work outside a lot. They work in forests, lumber yards, and similar places. Foresters take 
measurements and monitor the forest. They can work alone or with other people.

Forests are special places. People are lucky to have foresters to protect them. 
 
Reflect:

1. What is one interesting aspect of this career?

2. Is this a career you are interested in? Why or why not?

3. How could you learn more about this career?
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