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Oceanographers

Humans have explored much of Earth’s surface. But the ocean remains an area for future discovery. Most of 
Earth is water, and oceans make up a large part of this. Some scientists want to learn more about the ocean.

Oceanographers study ocean waters. They look at the motion and properties of oceans. And they 
see how the ocean can affect coastal areas and climate. Oceanographers research a wide range of 
topics. This includes marine life ecosystems. They also explore the ocean floor. They look at how 
the terrain has been shaped. Some oceanographers study what makes up ocean water.

The field of oceanography is connected with many topics. So, oceanographers have a strong 
understanding of a variety of sciences. Oceanographers first go to college. They may take a lot of 
science classes. They also learn how to use computer tools. They use computers to look at data and 
make models. Work experience is key. Many employers look at experience before hiring.

Oceanographers use a variety of tools. Underwater cameras and sensors are examples of such 
tools. They use them to make accurate observations. The tools also help them make detailed 
maps of the ocean floor. But not all of their tools are underwater. Some, like buoys, float on ocean 
water. These tools help them collect data. Then they analyze their data to find patterns.

What makes a good oceanographer? Writing skills help them write reports. Physical fitness helps them 
do work in the field. Communication skills are helpful when they share their findings with others.

Most oceanographers work in teams. Personal skills help them get along. Critical thinking skills are vital. 
Oceanographers base their theories on their data and observations. They work on projects to solve problems.

Ocean water makes up 70 percent of Earth’s surface. Many parts are still not well known. People want to know 
more about the ocean. Oceanographers help learn how the ocean works. 
 
Reflect:

1. What is one interesting aspect of this career?

2. Is this a career you are interested in? Why or why not?

3. How could you learn more about this career?
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