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Environmental Scientists

Earth is facing many threats these days. There are lots of grave problems, from pollution to climate change. 
But who is trying to fix these issues? Environmental scientists are working hard to protect Earth every day. 
 
Environmental scientists try to keep the planet healthy. They test soil, air, and water. They look for ways to 
reduce pollution. They collect data to monitor the environment. Keeping other people informed is also a key 
part of the job. 
 
A four-year college degree is required for environmental scientists. They tend to focus on natural science. The 
college classes are often chemistry, biology, and physics. Geology is common as well. They also include more 
specific classes. For instance, a student might take a waste management course. Graduate school can  
be helpful. 
 
There are several types of environmental scientists. One type studies health. This person works to solve 
problems related to human health. They might study unsafe drinking water. A second type works to protect 
the environment. They watch for human threats to Earth. Pollution is one such threat. Another type might 
study chemicals. 
 
Environmental scientists need to speak and write well. A big part of the job is to explain what they have 
found. Their work needs to be clear. They often have to convince people that what they found is true. They 
need to gather data. Then they analyze it. This takes good science skills. It is crucial that they work well with 
others. They often work with teams of scientists and engineers. Above all, they need to know how to solve 
problems. The problems they tackle affect all people on Earth. 
 
Environmental scientists spend a lot of time in offices and labs. They also go out into the field. For instance, 
they might need to collect samples to analyze. The government uses many environmental scientists. They 
help set rules and guidelines. These rules aim to control pollution. These scientists also make sure the rules 
are being followed. Others work for companies. 
 
Many people want to protect the environment. So, environmental scientists are not going anywhere soon. 
 
Reflect:

1. What is one interesting aspect of this career?

2. Is this a career you are interested in? Why or why not?

3. How could you learn more about this career?
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