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National Poetry Day

”May their roads home be on the trail of peace”

Native Americans lived on a vast and varied continent. In the Great Basin, it was hot and dry most of 
the year, but in the Eastern Woodlands, water was plentiful in most seasons and winter snows blanketed 
the land. Wherever they lived, Native Americans had to adapt to their surroundings. The environment 
affected everything from building materials to clothing choices. It is not surprising that Native Americans 
developed such a strong respect for nature. All parts of nature, including the people, were viewed as  
one community. 

A traditional prayer of the Diné (Navajo), who lived in the Southwest, celebrates that community of nature 
and people. In this prayer, the author uses the word beauty to describe the world. What does beauty mean 
for the author? How does this compare with the way you see your world? 

May their roads home be on the trail of peace.
Happily may they all return.
In beauty I walk
In beauty before me, I walk.
In beauty behind me, I walk.
In beauty above and about me, I walk.
It is finished in beauty.
It is finished in beauty.

http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/handle/2246/6343 Accessed March, 2017

Reflect:

1. Create a dictionary entry for the term beauty as used by the Diné in their untitled poem. Include  
these elements:
• A definition of the term beauty in your own words
• A synonym (a word similar to the meaning of beauty)
• An antonym (a word opposite to the meaning of beauty)

Definition:

Synonym:

Antonym:
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EXPLORE MORE PRIMARY SOURCES:

This activity is part of a complete lesson available online to TCI users in History Alive! 
The United States Through Industrialism, Lesson 1, The First Americans. More 
primary source activities are available online at www.teachtci.com.

2. Draw an illustration that represents the term beauty.

https://www.teachtci.com/

