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Ripken Jr., Cal (1960–)

The baseball stadium exploded with cheers. Close to 50,000 
people were there. It was September 6, 1995, and baseball fans 
had come to watch Cal Ripken Jr. break a record. He did it! On 
that day, the Baltimore Orioles baseball player played his 2,131st 
straight game in a row. (The record had been 2,130  
straight games.) 
 
The crowd stood and cheered for more than 20 minutes. The 
president and the vice president of the United States were in the 
audience. They wanted to see this historic occasion. Ripken made a 
victory lap around Camden Yards stadium. “It was a really wonderful human experience,” he said later. 
 
Cal Ripken grew up in a baseball family. At different times over a long career, his father, Cal Sr., had 
been a player, a coach, and a manager for the Baltimore Orioles. One year, when Cal Sr. was managing 
the Orioles, both Cal Jr. and his brother played on the Baltimore team. 
 
Cal Ripken played more than 500 games after he broke the record. Finally, in 2001, he retired. Since 
then, he has done a lot to help other people. He and his brother help send children to baseball camps. He 
also tries to help people understand the value of teamwork. In 2007, the U.S. State Department named 
him as a Special Sports Envoy. He travels to other countries as an ambassador for sports. 
 
People don’t have to be baseball players to admire Cal Ripken’s hard work and determination. Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice said that Cal’s “willingness to really put it all on the line every day is 
something that kids need to learn.” Cal Ripken is a role model for everyone. 
 
Reflect:

1. What did Ripken accomplish in his career as a baseball player?

2. What did Ripken do to help others after he retired from baseball?

3. Ripken is a good role model because of his hard work and determination. Is there someone in your 
community that would make a good role model? 
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