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Sosa, Sammy (1968–)

The fans yelled: “Sammy!” “Sammy!” “Sammy!” 
 
For the third time, Sammy Sosa left the Chicago Cubs dugout and 
stepped onto the field. The crowd went wild. They cheered and 
stamped their feet. Why? Sammy Sosa had just hit home run number 
62. It was 1998, and Sosa was making and breaking baseball records 
of all kinds. 
 
For years, the home run record, set back in the year 1961, had been 
61 home runs hit in one season. In the summer of 1998, that record 
was broken by St. Louis Cardinals Mark McGwire, who hit 70 home runs. 
But only five days later, Sammy Sosa broke the record, too, with 66 home runs. These two great hitters—and great 
friends—had been in a race for the record. In the end, they both won. It was a great year for baseball. It was also a 
great year for Sammy Sosa. He was voted the National League’s Most Valuable Player. 
 
Sammy Sosa’s life did not start out as though he would be a great star. He was born in the Dominican Republic. 
“We were very poor”, said Sosa. His father died when he was seven. Sosa had to earn money to help out his 
mother, and six brothers and sisters. He sold oranges for ten cents. He shined shoes, too. 
 
Sosa owned very few things. When he played baseball, he played without shoes. He used a stick for a bat. The ball 
was a sock wrapped in tape. And an old milk carton was often a baseball glove. But Sosa had talent. A scout for 
a team in the United States saw his talent and signed him up. The scout gave Sosa $3,500. Sosa bought a bicycle 
for himself. He gave the rest of the money to his mother. Sosa had a lot to learn. He had to learn how to speak 
English. He had to learn how to play better baseball, too. He did both. 
 
By 1998, he was a star. That same year, a terrible hurricane hit the Dominican Republic. Thousands of people lost 
their homes. Sosa said he would send beans and rice for the people to eat and barrels of clean drinking water, and 
money so people could fix up their homes or build new ones. 
 
A former president, Bill Clinton, said this about Sammy Sosa: “Sports records are made, and sooner or 
later, they’re broken. But making other people’s lives better, and showing our children the true meaning of 
brotherhood—that lasts forever.” 
 
Reflect:

1. What did Sosa accomplish during his baseball career?

2. What challenges did Sosa overcome in his life?

3. Sosa used his success in baseball to help his community. Can you think of someone who helps  
your community? 
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