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Itliong, Larry (1913–1977)

Larry Itliong was born in the Philippines. He immigrated to the United States 
in 1929, when he was only 15 years old. 
 
In the United States, Itliong found a job as a farmworker. Did you know that 
Larry Itliong was nicknamed “Seven Fingers,” because he lost three fingers in 
a work accident? Itliong worked with other immigrants from many different 
countries. He could speak more than four languages, including Spanish, 
Cantonese, and Japanese. 
 
Itliong fought for better treatment for other farmworkers. He organized 
strikes wherever farmworkers were mistreated. When the farmworkers 
refused to work, the companies that owned the farms, called growers,  
lost money.  
 
Larry Itliong moved to Delano, California in the 1960s. There was a large community of Filipino farmworkers within 
Delano. Filipino farmworkers were called “manongs.” These farmworkers worked on grape farms. The Delano 
farmworkers worked long hours. The conditions in the fields were also very dangerous. The growers used pesticides that 
made the farmworkers sick. The workers were also paid very little for their work. Under Itliong’s leadership, the Filipino 
farmworkers voted to strike. On September 8, 1965, the Filipino workers walked out of the fields. They refused to work 
until they were given a raise. 
 
Two weeks later, César Chávez and the Mexican American farmworkers in Delano joined the strike. Itliong and Chávez 
joined forces to form the United Farm Workers union. People across the country found out about the farm workers’ 
mistreatment. United Farm Workers started a grape boycott. They asked Americans not to buy grapes. The strike lasted 
for five years. Finally, the growers gave the farmworkers their raise. They also made conditions in the fields safer for  
the workers. 
 
After the grape strike, Itliong left United Farm Workers. He wanted to do more to help Filipino Americans.  
Itliong noticed that many of the older farmworkers did not have families to take care of them. To fix this problem, 
Itliong helped to create Agbayani Village. Agbayani Village was a retirement home for elderly Filipino American 
farmworkers. Today, the village is home for many farmworkers and their families. In 2011, the village was made a 
National Historic Landmark. 
 
Itliong spent the rest of his life in Delano, California. He continued to help farmworkers and Filipino Americans.  
He said, “I feel we have the same rights as any of them. Because in that Constitution, it said that everybody has equal 
rights and justice. You’ve got to make that come about. They are not going to give it to you.” Larry Itliong died in 
Delano in 1977. 
 
Reflect:

1. What challenges did farmworkers like Itliong face?

2. Why did Itliong help to create Agbayani Village?

3. What is one question you have about Itliong’s life? How could you find the answer to this question?
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