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Moore, Ruth Ella  (1903–1994)

Ruth Ella Moore was born in Ohio in 1903. When she 
got older, she went to school at Ohio State University. She 
graduated in 1926. She earned a master’s in 1927. Later, in 
1933, she earned a PhD in bacteriology from Ohio State.

Moore’s doctorate was the first of its kind. She was the first 
African American woman to earn this degree. Her research 
focused on tuberculosis (TB). TB is a contagious disease. It can 
be fatal. It was the leading cause of death in the United States in 
the early 1900s. 
 
In 1940, Moore was hired to work at Howard University. She was an assistant professor at first. She held 
that job for 11 years. In 1952, she was named chair of the bacteriology department. She served as the 
chair for five years. She stepped down from this leadership position in 1957 but continued to research 
and teach. 
 
During her time at Howard, she researched blood groups. Blood groups are also called blood types. 
There are four major blood types. Your blood type depends on your parents’ blood types. 
 
Moore also researched and taught about bacteria. Her work on bacteria focused on a special family.  
One of the bacteria in this family is called salmonella. Salmonella lives in uncooked eggs and meat and 
can make people sick. That is why eating raw cookie dough can be bad for you. 
 
Moore worked at Howard until her retirement in 1973. Moore died in Rockville, Maryland when she was 
91 years old.  
 
Moore was a trailblazer and an important figure in the history of science. She is a role model for girls 
and African Americans. 
 
 
Reflect:

1. What is one important scientific contribution that Moore made?

2. What obstacles did Moore face?

3. What is one question you have about Moore’s work? How could you find an answer to this question? 
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