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Thatcher, Margaret  (1924–2013)

Margaret Thatcher was born in 1924 in Grantham, a town in the United 
Kingdom. Her father ran a grocery store. When Thatcher was a child, 
he was elected to the town government. She first learned about politics 
when she helped his campaign.  
 
When Thatcher was 17, she won a scholarship to Oxford University. 
She wanted to join the debating society, but women were not allowed. 
Instead, she joined the Oxford University Conservative Association.  
A few years later, she became the Conservative Association’s president.  
 
In college, Thatcher studied chemistry. She went on to get a master’s 
degree in chemistry, before she decided to study law, too. As Thatcher 
began her career as a tax attorney, she also began her career in politics. In 1950, she ran for a seat in Parliament as 
a Conservative. She was the youngest woman to seek election that year.  
 
Thatcher won her first election to Parliament in 1959. Over the next ten years, she became more and more 
important within the Conservative Party. In 1970, Thatcher became Education Secretary. In 1974, she was elected 
Leader of the Conservative Party.  
 
In 1979, the Conservative Party won a majority of the seats in Parliament. As the party’s leader, Margaret Thatcher 
became the first female Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.   
 
As Prime Minister, Thatcher sought to promote economic freedom and limit government power. She rolled back 
regulations on businesses and reduced government spending. Her goal, she explained, was to “change Britain from 
a dependent to a self-reliant society, from a give-it-to-me to a do-it-yourself nation.”    
 
When she was Prime Minister, Thatcher became good friends with U.S. President Ronald Reagan. The Cold War, 
an extended period of tense relations between the U.S. and the communist Soviet Union (now Russia), had been 
going on since the end of World War II. Like President Reagan, Thatcher was deeply opposed to communism.  
She threw the United Kingdom’s support behind Reagan’s fight against communism.  
 
Thatcher won three terms as Prime Minister. She was the United Kingdom’s longest serving Prime Minister since 
1827. Thatcher passed away in 2013 at the age of 87. The United Kingdom did not elect another female Prime 
Minister until 2016.  
 
Reflect:

1. What barriers did Thatcher break?

2. What did Thatcher do as Prime Minister? 

3. What is one question you have about Thatcher’s life or policies? How could you find an answer to this question?
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