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Steinem, Gloria  (1934–)

Gloria Steinem was born in 1934 during a time when many women 
did not work. Steinem’s mother, Ruth, had been a newspaper reporter 
and editor. She wrote her first piece under a man’s name because no 
one wanted to publish work by a woman. Ruth then gave up her career 
to be with her husband. Later, Steinem would think that her mother’s 
spirit had been broken because she had given up her dreams.

As a child, Steinem’s father owned a resort in Michigan and 
the family stayed there during the summer. They traveled and 
sold antiques the rest of the year. Steinem did not go to school 
when they were traveling. She learned from the places she visited 
and the books she read. “Librarians saved my life,” Steinem said.

Steinem’s parents separated in 1946. She and her mother moved to Ohio. She started going to school. Steinem then went 
to Smith, a women’s college, to study government. After graduating college, she began her career in journalism. 
 
In 1963, Steinem went undercover as a waitress. She wrote an article about how the women she worked with were 
not paid well for working hard. This article did well. But Steinem still had trouble getting jobs as a reporter. This was 
because the serious reporting jobs would go to men. 
 
Steinem later got a job writing for New York Magazine. She began to write and talk about the feminist movement.  
A feminist is someone who thinks women should be treated the same as men. 
 
In 1970, Steinem testified before the U.S. Senate about the Equal Rights Amendment. “I have been refused service in...
restaurants, ordered out of public...places, and turned away from apartment rentals,” she said, “All...[because]...I am a 
woman.” Steinem did not think this was fair. 
 
In 1971, Steinem wanted to make a feminist magazine for women. Ms. magazine came out in December. It was the first 
magazine to be run just by women. 
 
Steinem still works for women’s rights today. She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2013. She released 
a book about herself called My Life on the Road in 2015.  
 
“You know,” Steinem said, “people often ask me, at this age, who am I passing the torch to?” She explained that there is 
no individual person who will be the future voice for women’s rights. “I’m using my torch to light other torches,”  
she explained. 
 
Reflect:

1. What obstacles did Steinem face?

2. What is one important thing that Steinem has done during her life?

3. What is one question you have about Steinem’s work? How could you find an answer to this question?
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