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Climatologists

Have you ever tried to predict the future? Weathermen do it every day. Newscasters are not just guessing 
tomorrow’s forecast. They are climatologists. They study the weather. They base their predictions on hard 
data. Sometimes they are wrong. But most times, they are right. 
 
Many people count on these predictions. They dress based on the forecast. Farmers use this data to get 
grow their crops. Airports alter schedules to account for weather changes. So do professional baseball 
teams. Weather surrounds us. That is why some people study it. They want to learn how it works. 
 
Climatologists study meteorology in college. Meteorology is the study of weather. They also learn 
mathematics and physics. Learning geography and statistics is also important. A background in 
computer modeling is useful, too. 
 
Climatologists study climate. They collect data. They use radar, satellites, and other tools to predict the 
weather. Sometimes they can warn people of natural disasters before they happen. An example of one is 
a hurricane. Hurricanes are big storms that can cause a lot of damage. Sometimes they threaten people. 
Climatologists can track these storms. If they come close to cities, climatologists will know. They can 
then warn the people in those cities. That way, the people can leave before the storm comes. 
 
Climatologists also use computers to analyze data and see how climate patterns change over time. They 
study tree rings and ice cores to learn of Earth’s weather history. They study the effect humans have on 
climate. They compare Earth’s climate with other planets’ climate. 
 
Great climatologists are curious about weather. They can compute quickly and correctly. They are good 
at seeing patterns. They can read charts of data. They can conduct research well. Climatologists often 
work alone. But sometimes they team up with other climatologists for big projects. The weather will not 
go away anytime soon. So, neither will climatologists. 
 
Reflect:

1. What is one interesting aspect of this career?

2. Is this a career you are interested in? Why or why not?

3. How could you learn more about this career?

https://www.teachtci.com/

