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Environmental Engineers

An engineer’s job is to solve problems. Environmental engineers solve problems that relate to the 
environment. They deal with pollution and other threats to the earth. You can thank them for your  
clean water. 
 
Environmental engineers need to know lots of math and science. They take chemistry, biology, and 
physics. They also learn calculus. It takes at least a four-year college degree to be an engineer. Some take a 
fifth year. They can also earn a license. This takes work experience and passing tests. It can make it easier to 
get a job. 
 
Environmental engineers perform many tasks. One might work at a water treatment plant. Another might 
make sure a business meets pollution standards. A third might try to find a way to turn trash into clean 
energy. The field is broad. There is always work to be done. Many environmental engineers work for the 
government. They might help meet environmental guidelines. They help clean up things like oil spills.  
They also work with city planners. Another huge task is improving water use. 
 
Good environmental engineers have certain skills. Like all engineers, they have to be good at solving 
problems. Communication is crucial. They have to be able to speak and write clearly. They need to be able 
to understand things they have read. Teamwork is also necessary. Environmental engineers often have to 
work with others. They work in teams or with scientists. 
 
Environmental engineers often work full time. They do not spend all their time in an office. They are often 
outside. A lot of their projects take place outdoors. One of them might go inspect a wastewater treatment 
site. They also teach people. They inform people about the environment. They answer questions. 
 
The environment has many problems. Somebody needs to try to solve them. Luckily, there are 
environmental engineers. They try to counter things like acid rain. They work to reduce emissions. They 
try to control global climate change. Engineers are good problem solvers. Let’s hope they succeed. 
 
Reflect:

1. What is one interesting aspect of this career?

2. Is this a career you are interested in? Why or why not?

3. How could you learn more about this career?
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