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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Bring Science Alive! Exploring Science Practices 
Grade K, Unit 3, Lesson 2, When Does Weather Change? Full support, including 
a ready to teach slideshow, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Winter Weather

Bears in Winter

Lesson Overview

Watch the video or read the text about how bears keep warm in 
the winter, then build your own den!

Teacher Prep

1. Decide if the activity will be done in class or at home.  
2. If in class, students will need a variety of materials to make a 

warm den, such as blankets, blocks to build walls, etc. Keep in 
mind that this is engineering, so students should get creative.  

Procedures

1. Watch the video or read the text as a class.  
2. Follow the instructions in the notebook to have a class discussion, then build a den.  
3. Ask students to share their den ideas. 

Image Credit: Radovan Smokon/Dreamstime

https://www.teachtci.com/
https://cdnproduction.teachtci.com/system/videos/2400/original/SSS_GK_U3_L2_Bears_in_winter.mp4?1601326383


SUPER SIMPLE SCIENCE

Bears in Winter
It is fall. It is getting colder.

Winter will soon be here. 

What do bears do in winter?

They spend the winter in a den.
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Bears keep warm in their dens. 

They do not move very much.

They do not eat very much. 

They stay there until spring. 
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Make a Den

1. Choose a place to build a den. You will need to fit inside it when it is done.

2. Choose materials. What can cover or hide you? What will keep you warm?

3. Use your materials to build a den.

4. Test it out. Tell what keeps you warm. How is it like a bear’s den?

Bears spend winter in a den. They keep warm.

How can you make a den to keep warm?

S U P E R  S I M P L E  S C I E N C E

© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute4


