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Sign in at www.teachtci.com to access the entire collection.

Washington, George (1732–1799)
George Washington is one of the most famous names in American 
history. He is often called by the informal title, “Father of His Country.” 
Americans have named our national capital after him. We see his 
face each time we use a quarter or a dollar bill. Cities, counties, and 
a state are named for him. We celebrate his birthday every February. 
George Washington may be the most famous American of all.

Washington was born in Virginia. His wealthy family owned 
large farms that enslaved people, called plantations.

When George was 16 years old, a family friend hired him as a surveyor. 
(Surveyors measure the boundaries of land.) Later, he joined the army. 
In those days, Virginia was one of the 13 British colonies in America. 
France also claimed lands in America, and sometimes the two nations 
fought over those lands. The governor of Virginia asked George Washington to be an officer in the Virginia 
army, which supported the side of the British. By the time he was 23, Washington had earned the rank of 
commander of all of Virginia’s soldiers. He then had to keep the French from occupying the Virginia frontier.

After successfully defending Virginia, he retired in 1758. The following year, he married a wealthy woman 
named Martha Custis. Washington went back to overseeing his plantations. But soon he was caught up 
in politics. The colonists were growing tired of Great Britain’s control. They did not like the way that the 
British were treating them. In 1774, people from each colony gathered in Philadelphia for a meeting of the 
Continental Congress. George Washington was one of the representatives from Virginia. He promised to defend 
the colonies’ “valuable rights and privileges.” He said that the British should not try to take these away.

By 1775, fighting had broken out between the colonies and Great Britain. The Second Continental 
Congress asked George Washington to lead the American armies as their commander in chief. The 
fight turned into a war—the American Revolution. Six years later, the 13 colonies turned into a 
new nation—the United States. General Washington had led the American troops to victory.

George Washington next served as president of the Constitutional Convention. There, he kept the 
debates respectful as delegates worked to replace the Articles of Confederation. By 1789, the Constitution 
was in place, and it was time to choose the first president of the new nation. Everyone agreed. There 
was only one choice: George Washington. Washington served as president for eight years. Then he 
retired to his plantation, Mount Vernon. He died there two and a half years later. After his death, the 
nation declared that he was “first in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

Reflect:

1. Describe one accomplishment of this president.

2. What was one lasting impact of this president’s time in office?

3. What is one question you have about this president? How could you research this question?
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