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Roosevelt, Franklin D. (1882–1945)
Franklin Roosevelt was president of the United States for a longer time 
span than anybody else. He was elected president four times! (Later, laws 
were made that prevented a president from serving more than two terms.) 
As president, Roosevelt made history. He led the nation through two of its 
greatest challenges of the 20th century: the Great Depression and World 
War II. 
 
Like his cousin Theodore Roosevelt, a former U.S. president, Franklin 
came from a wealthy family. Both men believed that it was their duty 
to help others. Being involved in government was one way to do that. 
Franklin started out in the New York State Senate in his late twenties. He 
would serve in state or national government for the rest of his life. 
 
In 1921, Franklin Roosevelt’s career almost came to an end. He was 
crippled by a disease called polio. He wasn’t sure how people would react. People with disabilities were often 
treated unfairly in the 20s. He used braces to try and walk. Later on, a special wheelchair was made for him. It 
was smaller and let him move around easier. Some people urged him to stay at home, but his wife, Eleanor, helped 
keep his political career alive. 
 
Roosevelt was twice elected governor of New York. At the end of his first term, the country entered terrible times. 
This period was called the Great Depression. Many people lost all their money or their jobs. Banks shut down. 
Many factories stopped making goods. Roosevelt thought that he could help fix some of these problems. In 1932, 
Franklin Roosevelt was elected president of the United States. He promised “a new deal for the American people.” 
 
Roosevelt was true to his word. In the first 100 days of his presidency, he made huge changes. He worked with 
Congress to ensure programs that would help the nation recover. These actions by the government were called the 
New Deal. 
 
By 1941, the nation was back on its feet. But in Europe, a world war had begun. At first the United States stayed 
out of the fighting. But on December 7, Japanese planes attacked and destroyed U.S. ships at Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii. Many Americans were killed. President Roosevelt called this attack “a date which will live in infamy.” 
(Infamy means “something that is evil and shameful.”) The next day, the United States entered World War II. 
 
Roosevelt led the United States almost to the end of the war. But in April 1945, he died suddenly, just before 
seeing total victory in the war. Many people loved FDR, as he was called. Others disliked his policies. Today, he is 
known as one of our greatest American presidents. He guided the nation through two of the greatest challenges in 
American history since the Civil War. 
 
Reflect:

1. Describe one accomplishment of this president.

2. What was one lasting impact of this president’s time in office?

3. What is one question you have about this president? How could you research this question?
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