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Reagan, Ronald (1911–2004)
Have you ever wanted to be a Hollywood movie star? That is exactly 
what Ronald Reagan was before he became the President of the 
United States. Reagan accomplished a lot in his life. He appeared in 
over 50 movies. He also served as the governor of California. Reagan 
went on to become the 40th president of the United States. 
 
Reagan was born in 1911 in Tampico, Illinois. His father was a 
traveling salesman. Reagan and his family moved many times. They 
eventually settled in Dixon, Illinois where Reagan spent most of his 
childhood. In high school, Reagan worked as a life guard during the 
summer. He reportedly made 77 rescues over the years! 
 
Reagan later went to Eureka College. There, he excelled in sports, 
acting, and student leadership. He was very popular. After graduating, he went to Hollywood to start a 
career in acting. He appeared in many films. However, in 1942, the United States entered World War II. 
Reagan decided to join the army. He left Hollywood. 
 
After the war ended, Reagan became more involved in politics. In 1966, he was elected as governor of 
California. He then decided to run for President. 
 
In 1980, he became President of the United States. Reagan said he wanted to “go down in history as the 
President who made Americans believe in themselves again.” It wasn’t going to be easy. The United States 
was facing a lot of problems when Reagan entered office. 
 
Many people could not find jobs in 1980. This was bad for the country. Reagan worked to help these 
people get jobs. The U.S. had also been in a war with the Soviet Union for many years. Both countries 
had dangerous weapons. Both countries were afraid of each other. Reagan was able to bring a peaceful 
end to this conflict. 
 
Reagan was one the most influential presidents of the 20th century. He was a firm believer in the 
goodness of people. He will forever be remembered for his deep love of the United States. 
 
Reflect:

1. Describe one accomplishment of this president.

2. What was one lasting impact of this president’s time in office?

3. What is one question you have about this president? How could you research this question?
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