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EXPLORE MORE BIOGRAPHIES:

TCI users have access to more than 100 biographies of historical figures.
Sign in at www.teachtci.com to access the entire collection.

Obama, Barack (1961–)
Barack Obama was the 44th President of the United States. He was also 
the first African American to hold the office of president. His father 
was from Kenya and his mother was from Kansas. Obama was born in 
Hawaii and attended school there. His grandparents helped raise him. 
 
Obama worked hard in school. He was able to get scholarships to 
attend college and receive a degree. After working in business for 
two years, he quit. He decided to work with poor neighborhoods in 
Chicago. He wanted to keep helping people. To do this, he headed to 
Harvard Law School. Obama wanted to become a lawyer. He became 
the first African American president of the Harvard Law Review. This is 
a very old and famous law journal that is still published today. One of 
Obama’s former law professors said this about him: “…it was clear that 
he wanted to make a difference to people, to communities.” 
 
As a young lawyer, Obama met Michelle Robinson. She became Michelle Obama in 1992 when they married. 
Later on, they had two daughters named Malia and Sasha. Obama worked as a civil rights lawyer and also 
taught law at the University of Chicago for 12 years. He remained active in his community and wrote an 
autobiography. It wasn’t long before Obama joined politics. 
 
In 1996, he was elected to the Illinois Senate. He worked on giving healthcare to poor families and changing 
laws. Eight years later, he became the third African American to join the U.S. Senate. As a senator, Obama 
spoke out for Hurricane Katrina victims. He also tried to improve renewable energy research and veteran 
benefits. He worked hard in government and wanted to keep helping people. Obama decided to run for 
president in 2007. He won against Senator John McCain. It was a huge accomplishment. The United States 
never had an African American commander-in-chief before. Obama ran for president again in 2012. He  
won again. 
 
It was not an easy eight years as U.S. president. Obama had to make many hard choices. This is an excerpt 
from his final speech: “My fellow Americans, it has been the honor of my life to serve you. I won’t stop; in 
fact, I will be right there with you, as a citizen, for all my days that remain. For now, whether you’re young 
or young at heart, I do have one final ask of you as your president —the same thing I asked when you took a 
chance on me eight years ago. I am asking you to believe. Not in my ability to bring about change—but  
in yours.” 
 
Reflect:

1. Describe one accomplishment of this president.

2. What was one lasting impact of this president’s time in office?

3. What is one question you have about this president? How could you research this question?
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