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Carver, George Washington (about 1861–1943)
Discover how a scientist pursued an education against the odds and 
changed farming for Americans.

At the age of 11, with a clean shirt and some food, George 
Washington Carver left his home. He wanted to go to school, but 
no school where he lived would take him. He walked many miles 
down a dirt road, to a school for African American children.

When he got to the school, it was nighttime. Carver crawled into 
a barn to sleep. The next day, a nice couple said he could stay 
with them. He started school that morning. He quickly learned 
everything the teacher knew! By age 13, he had to find a new school.

Again, it was time to head out into the unknown world. Carver 
faced some hard, lonely times. But he was smart and determined.

How did he pay for school? He washed and ironed clothes. Carver excelled in school. His 
teachers were amazed by his talent and hard work. His art teacher said he was an artist. The 
music teachers said he was a musician. But Carver wanted to help people. He especially 
wanted to help farmers. He chose to study the science of plants and farming.

Carver went on to help farmers in many ways. He changed what farmers grew and how 
they farmed. In the South, cotton was ruining the soil. Carver told some of these farmers to 
plant peanuts instead. This helped the soil. But peanuts were not a well-known food then. So 
farmers had a lot of extra peanuts. Carver decided to help make peanuts more popular.

Carver had a workshop and farm at the Tuskegee Institute, where he was also a teacher. 
It was there that he studied different ways to use peanuts. He discovered nearly 300 ways 
to use them. He made soap, plastic, makeup, and other things out of peanuts.

Carver saw that it was hard for many farmers to get his information. He wrote in newspapers and answered 
farmers’ questions. He also started a farmers’ school on wheels. Countries around the world copied that idea.

When Carver died, his childhood home in Missouri was made into a national monument. 
He was the first person to earn this honor without having served as a U.S. president.

Reflect:

1. What were some of the obstacles that Carver had to overcome?

2. What are some of the lasting impacts of Carver’s life?

3. Who is someone you know that helps people in your community?
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