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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from Social Studies Alive! Our Community and Beyond, 
Lesson 6, Making Communities Better. Full support, including a ready to teach 
slideshow and related reading, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Black History Month

Making Communities Better

Lesson Overview

Create a human monument honoring Rosa Parks contributions 
to the civil rights movement. Her actions made a difference in the 
lives of people in her own community and around the country.

Teacher Prep

Your students will create a human monument of Rosa Parks. 
You may decide to have volunteers create the monument, have 
everyone participate, or divide students into groups.

Procedures

1. Project an image of a monument to Rosa Parks.
a. What do you see?
b. Where do you think this person is?
c. Why might there be a monument celebrating this woman’s actions?

2. Listen to Rosa Parks’ story and discuss these questions:
a. When did the event happen that the monument is about? How long ago was that?
b. What did Rosa Parks do that day?
c. How did her action make life better for African Americans around the country?

3. With students in groups of 4 to 5 students, challenge them to create a human monument honoring Rosa
Parks.  Encourage them to use materials around the classroom as props.

4. Create a plaque for the Rosa Parks monument using the attached Preview Activity notes.
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Listen carefully to the story about 
Rosa Parks. 

Think of words that could go on a 
plaque for the Rosa Parks monument. 
Write them in the spaces below.

Rosa Parks

What did she do to improve her community? 

 

When did she do this?

In what ways was she a good citizen? 

 




