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EXPLORE MORE:

This lesson is an excerpt from History Alive! Pursuing American Ideals, Lesson 45, 
Redefining Equality: From Black Power to Affirmative Action. Full support, including a ready 
to teach slideshow and related reading, is available online at www.teachtci.com.

Black History Month

Racial Equality in the United States

Lesson Overview

In this inquiry-based, critical thinking lesson, students will analyze primary sources, then find their own  
statistical data to discuss the degree to which racial equality has been achieved in the United States.

Teacher Prep

1. Consider reviewing TCI’s Cooperative Inclusive Classroom guidelines to prepare students for higher-
level discussions.

2. Make 1 copy of Handout: Primary Sources for each group of 3. 
3. Plan for each group to have a device to conduct research.
4. On a piece of paper, a slide, or elsewhere in the classroom, create a spectrum from “No Equality” to “Full 

Equality” with “Some Equality” in the center for students to use at the end of the lesson.

Procedures

1. Divide students into groups of 3. They will be with this group to discuss both questions. 
2. Provide students with Handout: Primary Sources and pose Critical Thinking Question A: How would 

you define racial equality?
3. Allow students time to review their handout, and discuss as a group. Select (or ask the group to select) a 

presenter to share their answer with the class when it’s time.
4. As a class, discuss Critical Thinking Question A, reminding students to raise their hand if they have a 

question or a difference of opinion. 
5. Present Critical Question B: What level of racial equality exists in the United States today? Students 

will need to conduct their own research to answer this question.
6. Allow students time to research current statistics on racial equality in the United States to provide an 

answer. Part of the inquiry process is students determining what they want to research statistics on.  If 
students struggle, consider a class discussion to generate ideas.  

7. Select (or ask the group to select) a new presenter to share their answer with the class when it’s time.
8. Finally, each group will respond to Critical Thinking Question B on a spectrum of No Equality to Full 

Equality, explaining the group’s reasoning.  

https://www.teachtci.com/


Primary Sources
Review these perspectives on racial equality in the 1960s and 1970s to help you address 
Critical Thinking Question A.

 Our gospel is Black Nationalism . . . and the gospel of Black Nationalism, as I told 
you, means you should control your own—the politics of your community, the economy 
of your community, and all of the society in which you live should be under your control.

—Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet,” 1964

 The fact is that all black people often question whether or not they are equal to whites, 
because every time they start to do something, white people are around showing them 
how to do it. If we are going to eliminate that for the generation that comes after us, then 
black people must be seen in positions of power, doing and articulating  
for themselves.

 —Stokely Carmichael, Black Power, 1966

 If something isn’t done, and done in a hurry, to bring the colored  
peoples of the world out of their long years of poverty, their long years of hurt and 
neglect, the whole world is doomed. Now, I’m just happy that God has allowed me to 
live in this period to see what is unfolding . . . We mean business now, and we are deter-
mined to gain our rightful place in God’s world. And that’s all this whole thing is about . 
. . We are saying that we are determined to be men. We are determined to be people.

—Martin Luther King Jr.,  
I’ve Been to the Mountaintop, 1968

 But today, you know, we have reached the place where people say, “We’ve come a 
long way.” But so [have] other people come a long way . . . Has the gap been getting 
smaller? It’s getting bigger. Everybody’s been doing better.

—Thurgood Marshall, speech at  
Howard University Law School, 1978
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